
Very present 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Psalm 46:1 

 
This oft-quoted psalm emphasizes the steadfast presence of the Lord in the lives of His 
people.  While the child of God can experience the presence of the Lord in good times 
and in troublous times, it seems to be in the troublous times that we are more keenly 
aware of it. The psalm describes various types of troublous times, from the various 
motions and commotions of nature, in the trembling of the land or raging of the waters, 
to the raging of the nations that know not God.  It also describes the powerful responses 
of the Lord, from the establishment of a peaceful river in His holy city, in spite of the 
natural disasters about it, to His quelling of men’s wars and the destruction of their war 
machines.  Twice we are reminded with the refrain: “The LORD of hosts is with us: the 
God of Jacob is our refuge.”  The refuge to which the people of God may run does not 
require swiftness of feet, but swiftness of spirit, to recognize in fact that His presence is 
our constant strength through whatever circumstances may come.  He is not only 
present; He is very present.  From Strong’s, one rendering of the Hebrew for “very” here 
could be “vehemently.”  So when our troubles may tempt us to wonder if we have been 
forsaken of the Lord, let us remember the truth propounded here, that His very 
presence is our present help.  He alone is our refuge – “The name of the LORD is a 
strong tower: the righteous runneth into it, and is safe” (Proverbs 18:10).  In the midst of 
unrest in nature or in mankind, we can be still, which helps us once again to remember 
His presence and that He is God over all (verse 10).  Therefore, our lives need not be 
characterized or motivated by fear (verse 2), but by power, love, and a sound mind (II 
Timothy 1:7). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 



His Highness

Psalms 18:13: The LORD also thundered in the heavens,
and the Highest gave his voice

Earthly potentates demand servile allegiance and are accustomed
to being denominated as “Your Highness”. It is a fool’s errand to try
to convict them of such folly, for as long as they hold sway over
some trifling fiefdom, and possess some sizable treasure and have
recruited a loyal army, there will be the dutiful toadies who bow,
curtsey and adorn their living deities with such overinflated
designations. Now the commoner offers this homage so as to gain
advantage and perhaps find his own fortunes enhanced while his
“Highness” basks in the self-delusion that he has been rightfully
acknowledged. This pompous display of men, strutting as a
peacock preening its fine feathers, is a cause for disgust in the
sight of Him who is “higher than the highest”.

It must be understood that the Sovereign of all creation “accepteth
not the persons of princes”. Elihu refused to “ give flattering titles
unto man. For I know not to give flattering titles; in so doing my
maker would soon take me away.” He understood what every man
will ultimately avow; that there is only One who is worthy of the title
”Your Highness”.Whether it be potentate, prince, president,prelate
or pope every knee will bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord! “Therefore let no man glory in men”.

It therefore behooves man to “sit down in the lowest room” and
thus assume the posture of the penitent. “For thus saith the high
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell
in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and
humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the
heart of the contrite ones.” Yes,in due time the master of the house
will “say unto thee, Friend, go up higher”. We will, as unworthy as
we are, be partakers of His glory. He “hath raised us up together,
and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus”.

Have a blessed week,



Small Things 
              
 

For who hath despised the day of small things? For they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the 
hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the Lord, which run to and fro through the 

whole earth. 
– Zechariah 4:10 – 

              

 
The Jews returning from Babylon to rebuild the temple experienced enormously mixed 
emotions.  While they could rejoice that God had granted them reprieve and strength in their 
sanctified mission, they nonetheless recalled with melancholy a day when the humble 
construction site where they now stood was adorned with the grandeur of the Solomonic 
Temple and served as epicenter to the splendor of that golden age of Israel’s history in the land.  
They needed continual reminders that the “small thing” they were engaged in now was just as 
important in God’s plan as when He inspired King Solomon to assemble Israel’s first permanent 
house of worship.  None of those Jews present could have realized that the mean structure 
they were erecting would serve as the foundation to Herod’s overhaul, which would ultimately 
welcome a poor couple from Nazareth, come from Bethlehem, to dedicate a virgin-born Babe 
to God’s Messianic mission for His life. 
 
As Christians, we are often afflicted with the same spirit as these post-exilic Jews. We know our 
God is great, and we long for Him to work in large and miraculous ways.  We remember that He 
has done so in the past, and we have even witnessed some of His mighty movements in our 
own lives and ministries.  But we so easily forget that though our God is so big, it is most often 
His way to work in the small.  He reveals Himself not in the wind, the earthquake, or the fire, 
but in the still, small voice.  There is no conversion of many Samaritans without a relatively 
short conversation with a woman at a well.  Three thousand cannot be saved in a day before a 
mere twelve men are meticulously bred for three and a half years. The gospel cannot reach the 
hearts of multiplied millions in the Gentile world before the lone heart of an Hebrew of the 
Hebrews from Tarsus is fully conquered.  Over and over, it is the pattern of our Lord to use a 
very small channel to create a deluge of lasting and impactful change. 
 
Do you often feel as though you are not accomplishing much for the Master? Do the answers to 
your prayers seem small in comparison to how you anticipated He would work?  Does the place 
where the Lord has you now seem to pale in significance to former days when your life and 
ministry seemed to be influencing so many more?  Do not despise the day of small things.  If we 
are faithful, there is nothing to fear.  FB Meyer once wrote, “Don’t waste your time waiting and 
longing for large opportunities which may never come. But faithfully handle the little things 
that are always claiming your attention.”  This is good advice.  Let us embrace the small things 
God has for us, so that He alone may have the glory for the increase. 
 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 



Something to Hang On 

And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the 

people sought to destroy him, And could not find what they might do: for all the people were 
very attentive to hear him. 

Luke 19: 47,48 

Do you remember when you were young and climbed a tree for the first time? The challenge 

and possibly fear, motivated you to grab the branches with all of your might. After gaining a 
little confidence you would even daringly hang from a branch dangling above the ground. Your 

determination was so strong, preventing you from letting go. In today’s verse the word 
attentive has the root meaning to hang from. 

Near the end of His earthly ministry, the Lord zealously entered the temple and purged it from 

hypocritical defilement. He re-established the prayerful purpose of the temple, rebuking those 

that had made it a den of thieves. While Jesus daily continued to teach in the temple, the religious 

leaders sought to destroy him. For that moment His life was preserved for His time was not yet 
fulfilled, and many of the people were hanging on to the words that He spoke. Salvific words of 

hope, love, and purpose captivated the attention of many of the people. As it says in John 7: 46, 

“Never man spake like this man”.  His message of true faith in God, and words of a heavenly 
kingdom, caused many to replace dead religion with a personal relationship with the Heavenly 

Father. Many saw the eternal importance of Jesus’ message, attracting them to hang on His every 
word. 

Although we don’t have the privilege of physically seeing or hearing the Lord Jesus, we do have 

His powerful words. The narrative of His life, His sermon on the mount, the upper room discourse, 

His intercessory prayer, His parables, and His many conversations and interactions, have been 

preserved for our instruction and inspiration. Do we take advantage of the amazing opportunity 
to hear Him, or is our attitude just casual toward reading the Bible? The greater our interest and 

investment in His teachings, the greater our benefit. Remember that the Lord said, “He that hath 

ears to hear, let him hear”. If we can, each time we take up His word, imagine ourselves at the 
Lord’s feet, and attentively listen to the words of life flowing from His lips. This could 

revolutionize our walk with Him! 

Today and everyday we are invited to come and hear the words of the Lord. As we open the 
pages may we also open our ears and hearts, and hang on His every word. 

                                                                                                                                    J. Ekis 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Comfort in Stability 

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and today, and forever.  

Hebrews 13:8 

The longer we live, one thing is certain- everything changes! Looking at old family 
pictures proves that point. Our physical features, clothing styles, and our 
dwellings have changed as the years passed. Some changes have been by design 
and produced positive effects, while other changes occurred naturally with age. 
Because of uncertainties, we are often resistant to change. We draw a level of 
comfort from familiarity. One thing is certain and reassuring during all the 
changes of life, Jesus Christ stays the same! 

Throughout the Bible narrative the constancy of the Godhead is confirmed over 
and over in titles and types. In the first chapter of Genesis, God was there before 
all of creation, and it is God who is seated on the throne in the last chapter of 
Revelation. Abraham called upon the everlasting God El Olam at Beer-sheba. That 
same God oversaw Israel’s four hundred years of affliction in Egypt. It was He who 
gave the blueprints of the ark to Noah, and the Commandments to Moses a 
millennium later. We read of Him speaking to Joshua, and three hundred years 
later He speaks to Samuel. In Psalms, He is revealed as the Rock that is higher 
than I, and the God who is from everlasting to everlasting. In Daniel, He is 
referred to as the Ancient of Days, and in Malachi as the LORD that changes not. 
Though heaven and earth will pass away, His Word will not, for it is forever 
settled. That Word became flesh during the reign of Caesar Augustus, and thirty 
years later Jesus reminded the Pharisees that He was before Abraham. We find 
that Jesus’ substitutionary and sacrificial death was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world to establish everlasting life for believers when this world 
is no more. In the closing book of God’s revelation, we find Jesus as the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end and everything in between. At the creation of 
the world the Spirit of God moved upon the waters, and in the book of Acts, as 
Jesus promised, He indwells the hearts of believers as the eternal Comforter.  

Through seasons of change, the one constant that we have is God. The God of 
Moses and Elijah is also our God. His compassion, concern, and comfort have not 
wavered throughout all of time. Jesus and His teachings are the steady Rock on 
which we can build our lives; no matter the severity of life’s storms, our 
everlasting foundation stands sure. Friends and associates may change or even 
forsake us; but Jesus, the Friend of sinners, is ever True and Faithful.  So, we may 
rest throughout the inevitable variations of life knowing that Jesus Christ is always 
there for us.  He is the same yesterday, today and forever. Hallelujah!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
J. Ekis 

 

                                                                                                                  



   
 

   
 

 



Betrayal 
 

For it was not an enemy that reproached me; then I could have borne it: neither was it 
he that hated me that did magnify himself against me; then I would have hid myself from 

him:  But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance. 
Psalm 55:12-13 

 
Here is one of those places that we come to as we read the Old Testament where our 
mind will suddenly shift out of the immediate context into the larger context of the whole 
Bible, as we recognize how this passage prophetically points to the betrayal of Jesus by 
Judas Iscariot.  The next verse continues to describe the sweet counsel of the two men 
as they walked together “unto the house of God in company.”  And yet, as fulfilled, the 
greater part of this psalm describes the betrayers’ inward hatred, as well as their 
miserable end, brought upon them by the justice of Almighty God.  David’s betrayal, by 
whomever was the subject of this psalm, would have come as a complete surprise, as 
described here, and brought about his cries unto God for justice against them.  As we 
contemplate the pain of our Lord, as He not only encountered the betrayal of Judas at 
that moment in the garden, but also knew and testified beforehand of its reality, we can 
realize the gap between the context of David’s experience and that of Jesus in the 
prophetic fulfillment.  The apostle John reminds us of His omniscient understanding of 
the character of Judas throughout his gospel account.  It is possible that Jesus’ inward 
suffering of this event was magnified by that knowledge, especially in light of the many 
warnings He gave in His teachings that seemed to be intended for Judas, as well as for 
other pretenders in the crowd.  While David’s reactionary imprecations would be typical 
for most men faced with betrayal, and prophetically represent the justice of God that 
would come to Judas in the end, the reaction of Jesus in the garden was still providing 
an opportunity for Judas to repent, which of course he did not heed.  Yet, while David 
was surprised, Jesus had realistic expectations of mankind rooted in sin.  Many of us 
have probably felt the disappointment, or worse, brought about by betrayal.  However, 
let us not be surprised with David, but understand with our Lord that man without the 
enlightenment and empowerment of the Holy Spirit of God can be expected to do no 
better.  In that time, let us remember David’s exhortation in verse 22 of this psalm: “Cast 
thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the 
righteous to be moved.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 



Bon Appétit

Jeremiah 3:15: And I will give you pastors according to mine
heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

As I enter my 48th year of ministry, these words of the Lord to
Jeremiah are particularly meaningful.It should be the goal of
every true pastor to feed the people that have been placed
under his care. There is this sublime symbiosis that binds the
heart of a pastor to his people and it ought to result in the
spiritual maturity of those who are thus fed the knowledge and
understanding of God’s word.

If we may now carry the metaphor of “feeding” to its literal
connection ,we liken the preacher to a chef preparing a meal.
This preparation must begin at the market where the choicest of
meats and vegetables are sagaciously chosen. The scrupulous
culinarian visually inspects every food element of the ensuing
banquet so as to maximize the prospects of a successful feast.
Once the selections are made the chef rushes back to his
kitchen where he artfully applies his considerable skills of
readying, trimming, seasoning,and baking to produce a meal
that will please the palate while nourishing the body. A chef de
cuisine takes great pains not only in the preparation but also in
the presentation, employing garnishes and decorations to
stimulate the appetite and add visual appeal to the table.

Sermon preparation follows a similar course. The minister of the
Word must search the scriptures and choose doctrinally sound
themes from which to assemble the “meal” for his congregation.
“Strong meat” (Hebrews 5:12) “seasoned with salt” (Colossians
4:6) is the Bible recipe for teaching that nourishes and edifies. A
balanced and varied fare is critical to the maturation of the
believer and so the Bible with its plethora of themes and styles
must be expounded in its entirety from Genesis to Revelation.
But let the preacher always present this glorious Word in an
interesting manner, garnished with enthusiasm and power, lest
the recipients complain as in Numbers 11:6: “But now our soul
is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna”.

So let the hungry children expectantly gather at the table with
plates full of the meat of God’s Word. Let them eat to the full
“For he satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the hungry soul
with goodness” and with “knowledge and understanding”.

Have a blessed week,



Fake News 
              
 

And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the 
soldiers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night while we slept…. So they took the money, and did as 

they were taught, and this saying is commonly reported among the Jews until this day. 
– Matthew 28:12-15 – 

              

 
One can easily imagine what headlines would have been written in the weeks following our 
Savior’s resurrection had our contemporary “news” outlets been in existence at the time.   
 

CNN - “Crucified Nazarene’s Tomb Empty, Followers to Blame”   
Apple News - “Soldiers Testify to Sect’s Crimes at Empty Grave Site”   
MSNBC - “Empty Tomb Result of Disciple’s Messianic Conspiracy”   
Fox News - “Tomb Empty, Jews Citing Foul Play”   
The Hill – “Leaders Confirm Crime, not Miracle, at Empty Grave”   

 
None of these envisioned headlines are incredulous to the careful student of modern-day 
“journalism.”  They all cite a central fact – the empty tomb – and then spin either a semi-
fictitious tale or a whole-cloth fabrication around that fact to create a replacement narrative 
that will be easily digestible and widely acceptable to the masses. (It is interesting to note in our 
text that money is involved with the dissemination of the misinformation as well.) 
 
The current information crisis in the United States that is spreading worldwide at a breath-
taking pace is no accident.  Satan owns the airwaves and has been practicing the art of his 
admixtures of truth and error for millennia.  He did not stop countering the fact of our Lord’s 
resurrection with the fanciful grave-robbing alibi.  He went on in subsequent years to discredit 
Christ’s character and very existence.  Today, multiplied millions not only believe that Jesus 
never rose from the dead, but that He never even existed, or that if He did, the Bible’s reports 
of His divinity are misguided tales or exaggerations.  They have not investigated the matter at 
all – they simply have chosen to accept the repetitious narrative of the Devil’s Fake News as 
opposed to the historically verifiable and life transforming Good News that Christ died for our 
sins, was buried, and rose again the third day.   
 
The god of this world is also the prince of the power of the air.  He is preparing the world for his 
Man of Sin.  Massive amounts of money are being spent to frame facts in fictitious narratives in 
order to massage the minds of multitudes to receive the ultimate lie.  But who hath believed 
our report?  Thank God that we who know Christ are people of truth.  Until our Lord returns to 
take us out of the way, let us resolve to vigorously counter the Enemy’s narrative.  There are 
people all around us buying the Devil’s Fake News.  We own the truth which has the power to 
release the soul.  Let us live it out loudly and foil his deceptive storytelling. 
 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 



Beg to Touch 

And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and besought 
him to touch him. 

Mark 8:22 

When we come to Christ for salvation and realize the wonders of His mercy, we 
usually begin to think of others who have need of Him. Our heart first becomes 
burdened for our family and friends closest to us. Sometimes our early attempts 
to witness for the Lord are not readily received. Even as we continue to find 
opportunities to share the salvation message, it is often rejected. It is important 
to remember that the blight of spiritual blindness is upon every person until the 
light of the gospel penetrates their souls. Realizing our impotence to break 
through that blindness, we must do what is recorded in today’s text. 

When Jesus entered into Bethsaida, a blind man was brought unto Him so that He 
might touch him in order to receive his sight. Whoever the unnamed men were, 
whether family or friends, they had a burden to have the blind man’s sight 
restored. Of course, the Savior does what only He can do and opens the blind 
man’s eyes. We cannot give up when it seems like an individual to whom we are 
witnessing is making no progress towards the Kingdom of God. Remember, if our 
gospel be hid it is hid to them that are lost, in whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them that believe not. Letting our light shine can help lead to 
the time when God commands the light to shine out of darkness and shines into 
their hearts. Spiritual blindness can be based in pride and self-righteousness, or in 
the entanglements and vices of this world, and it may seem impossible for us to 
make them see. Though we cannot physically do what those men did in today’s 
text, we are able to bring our loved ones before the Lord. By daily bringing their 
names to the Lord in prayer, we can boldly yet humbly ask for their blindness to 
be taken away. And, as in this case, sometimes the people we pray for will need a 
second touch from above that they might see more clearly. 

There is also a lesson for us who have already had our eyes opened by Jesus. Even 
when we walk with the Lord, the influence of the surrounding darkness of this 
world can cloud our vision. By daily staying in close fellowship through prayer and 
reading the Word, we are continuing to allow the Lord to touch our spiritual sight, 
keeping our focus clear. 

                                                                                                                                    J. Ekis 

 

 



 

 



The Ponderer of Hearts 
              
 

Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD pondereth the hearts. 
– Proverbs 21:2 – 

              

 
The Bible has so very much to say about the hearts of fallen men.  Our hearts are deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked.  They are described to be intrinsically haughty, proud, 
and naughty.  Jesus said that out of the heart of man flows evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, 
blasphemy, pride, and foolishness.  The Holy Spirit has gone to great lengths within the pages of 
Scripture to ensure that we understand that this central apparatus of our spiritual being is 
grossly diseased and in need not only of cleansing and transformation, but also continual 
keeping, inspection, and maintenance. 
 
Any Christian who does not reflect frequently upon the status of their heart will quickly find 
themselves out of sync with the God of their salvation.  As redeemed sinners with both a 
renewed as well as a fleshly nature, we still possess the disgusting propensity of self-
justification.  If we do not lay our hearts bare daily before our Savior, we will soon find 
ourselves acting upon our natural inclinations rather than obeying the Spirit’s promptings.  We 
must ponder our hearts in order to keep them on a God-honoring trajectory.  The amazing 
thing is, the Lord has not left us to do this alone – He, too, is busy about the same business in 
us. 
 
To ponder means to stop, analyze, and think deeply about a matter, for the purpose of 
understanding it for some kind of utilization.  Think about this, then, a moment (indeed, let us 
ponder the meaning of our text.)  The Lord God of heaven and earth, the Maker of the stars, 
the Owner of the cattle on a thousand hills, the High and Lofty One, the Ancient of Days, the 
Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End – stops, if you will, and 
stoops to “think” deeply about our hearts.  It is a matter of utmost importance to Him.  This 
One who is of purer eyes than to behold evil loves us so much that He pulls over and parks in 
the garbage dump of the human breast in order to lay bare our motives for the purpose of 
calling us closer to Him and making us more like Jesus.   
 
Today, as we go about our daily business, let us be on watch for two things.  First, let us guard 
against ignoring our heart’s natural propensity and indulging in self-justification.  And secondly, 
let us gratefully sense the presence of our inner Friend Who is so deeply interested in what is 
transpiring in the center of our being.  This will no doubt keep our hearts upright, strong, and 
glad. 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 



Need of patience 
 

Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge 

standeth before the door. 
James 5:8-9 

 
After exhorting his readers to patient endurance under trials at the beginning of this 
epistle, James now exhorts them to patient waiting, using two different but related words 
in the original Greek language.  How much our Lord knows our need for both kinds of 
patience.  In our text, the immediate application is the patient waiting for the coming of 
the Lord, that He might bring justice to those that have selfishly oppressed his readers.  
At the same time, he reminds them against exhibiting selfish attitudes toward other 
disciples, since the same Judge for whom they wait is also about to come to judge their 
own attitudes, motives, and behaviors.  Be careful how soon we wish for things to come 
to pass! 
 
We have been conditioned by our culture to expect to have what we need or want 
immediately, whether it be relief from oppression, vindication, or satisfaction of our 
desires.  Yet the example of the Lord and His word teach us just the opposite.  Often 
there is much time required for goodness or justice to come to fruition in the case of this 
fallen world.  Throughout the scriptures we are reminded of the longsuffering, or patient 
waiting, of God for men to come to repentance.  Through the book of Acts we see the 
apostles faithfully obeying the commission of the Lord to preach the gospel, even as 
they wait for oppression to cease or for people to come to faith.  Yet in spite of all we 
learn, how often do we find ourselves impatiently responding to people and 
circumstances.  Somehow we think that we deserve better, with no defensible basis.  
This is nothing more than selfish pride, left over in the old man that still clamors within.  
Let us instead, like the farmer, faithfully plow life’s ground that God brings to us each 
day, and then be also patient for Him to bring the right to pass, in His will, and in His 
time.  As the writer to the Hebrews exhorted: “For ye have need of patience, that, after 
ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise.  For yet a little while, and he 
that shall come will come, and will not tarry” (Hebrews 10:36-37). 
 
 
  
 
 



Aqua Viva

John 7:37-38: : In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me,

and drink.He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

Oh what a fountain from which flows that life giving water! How few
there were on that great day,that took advantage of so gracious an
invitation. Had they only known the import of this magnificent
promise; for before them, on that last day of tabernacles as they
poured out their water pots upon the ground, stood the One who
could forever sate their desiccated souls with the vivifying water of
life.

God has so ordained that all life on earth depends on finding a
water source if they are to continue to thrive. Likewise,there is an
innate thirst for things eternal that all humans experience and that
compels them to find a source to satisfy that vital need. How
difficult the devil has made this in our “dry and thirsty land where
no water is”. Jeremiah lamented: ”For my people have committed
two evils; they have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, and
hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no
water.”Jeremiah 2:13. We see that the worldly minded have found
their broken cisterns in a vain hope to quench a thirst that only
Christ can satisfy. The image of parched souls lapping up the
polluted waters from a contaminated cistern would be laughable if it
were not so tragically true.

The woman at the well found living water that day at Jacob’s well.
This despised, Samaritan interloper was caught in the act of
stealing a precious commodity.Once finding the source of living
water she left her waterpot and hastened back to alert her
countrymen that she had found that well which would never would
run dry. And we, like her, have also been invited to bring our
dehydrated souls to that same well and draw up from its never
ending supply.

In our text the Master bade them “come unto me, and drink”, and
now the Comforter ,whom He has sent, reiterates the invitation:
Revelation 22:17: And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let
him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

Have a blessed week,



Of Sheep and Sheople 
              
 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me 
– John 10:27 – 

              

 
I had the unique boon as a youngster to have a father who, due to both his genetic disposition 
and his abundant life experience, modeled something before my young eyes on a daily basis 
that so many from succeeding generations struggle to apprehend.  I speak of independent and 
individualistic thought.   
 
My father was from “the greatest generation” of World War II service men.  As the cultural 
revolution of the 1960’s continued to transform our society well into the late 1970’s he refused 
to be swayed by the group think that appeared to be winning the day.  I can still hear him 
“arguing” with the News Anchor on the television every night, as well as debating with some of 
my more liberal-thinking public school teachers at open houses.  He had personally contributed 
to the greatness of America.  He knew that America was exceptional, and he wasn’t about to let 
any “hippie” or “pinko” tear her down in the sight of his children.  His sage advice to my 
brothers and me to navigate the transformative cultural waters is as pithy as it is simple to 
recall. “Don’t follow the sheep,” he would say.  It meant don’t dress like, don’t act like, don’t 
think like, and don’t mindlessly emulate the crowd.  Be an individual in every way, and 
especially in what you believe. 
 
Fast forward to 2021.  Collectivism is being promoted by political power brokers and embraced 
by multitudes.  What started in the 1960’s is culminating before our eyes.  Individual freedoms 
in many areas have already been curtailed, with speech being the current liberty in the 
crosshairs of cultural architects.  If speech can be controlled, then the most vital of 
individualistic freedoms – that of thought – is on her deathbed.  The masses are rolling over, 
either unwittingly influenced or unwilling to contend for the biblical principle of individualism 
that built the nation.  Our fellow countrymen, and sadly so many in the church of Jesus Christ, 
are finding it easier to “follow the sheep” and participate in the group think than to remain 
steadfastly standing against the devilish philosophies that are assaulting our thought life and 
preparing the world for the Man of Sin. 
 
It is Bible truth that all of us are just sheep, after all.  We were designed to be led.  But we are 
individual lambs, precious and uniquely designed by our Maker – not just carbon copies of 
others in the flock.  So, the question becomes, who are we following?  Stop for a moment and 
listen.  The Good Shepherd’s voice can always be heard by His own, even above the noise and 
clamor of the surrounding environs or the bustling activity of the flock.  Take my dad’s advice.  
“Don’t follow the sheep.” Exactly.  Follow the Shepherd. 
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 



These Things 

And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.  

Today’s text is one of those verses that, if left by itself, would cause you to wonder “what 

things”? As with many verses in the Bible, the best interpretation is connected with the 

surrounding verses. The first four verses in the first epistle of John give a brief summary 

of Christ’s incarnation and His purpose in coming to provide eternal life, as well as the 

Apostle’s interaction with Him. John expresses his desire to share that experience, and 

the joy that would result from interaction with the Savior.  

Every person’s life, whether seemingly unsuccessful or even successful, is out of sync 

until we come into a right relationship with God. The Lord created us with a soul and spirit 

that is meant to be connected with Him. Until we are converted and adopted into God’s 

family, we are alienated from Him. Ignorantly, in our state of separation, we resort to 

earthly pleasures in a feeble attempt to find some lasting purpose and enjoyment. But as 

with all temporal things, something is lacking until we find the Savior who is the true 

fountain of everlasting joy. John gives testimony of his life changing personal involvement 

with Jesus. He heard Him, he saw Him, and his hands handled Him. He and his fellow 

apostles had the tremendous privilege of personally hearing Jesus’ teaching and 

witnessing His miracles. The lives of both John and his brother James were divinely 

interrupted when Jesus called them. The Bible doesn’t give any details of what preceded 

this, but the brothers were so drawn by Jesus that they left there fishing business and 

followed Him. For three plus years they had intimate exposure to the Lord himself. Not 

only did they walk with Him as He performed His earthly ministry, but they also walked 

with Him after His resurrection. The joy of this relationsh ip became deeper and stronger 

when Jesus ultimately completed His mission and returned to the Father. Realizing God’s 

unmatched love and the wonders of being spiritually adopted into His family produced 

fulness of joy for the apostles.  

Today, the same experience can hold true for us. By reading His word and spending time 

in His presence through prayer, we can see, hear, and handle the Word of Life. With His 

Spirit bearing witness with our spirit, we deepen our relationship; knowing in reality that 

we are true children of God. To him we can carry all our cares and concerns crying Abba, 

Father. These things are the components for building this close relationship that produce 

fulness of joy. - J. Ekis 

 

 

 

 

 



For Solomon? 
 

Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him. 
Psalm 72:11 

 
The superscription on this Psalm in our English Bibles reads A Psalm for Solomon. In 
accordance with this, it serves as a prayer of David describing his hopes for his regent 
heir.  So, much described in this psalm can be seen historically in the accounts of 
Solomon’s reign.  Yet in some instances, as in our text, the descriptions stretch beyond 
the immediate son of king David, and prophetically picture, as David’s psalms often do, 
the Son and King who would ultimately fulfill God’s covenant with David for a Messianic 
kingdom.  Although Solomon had an abundance of trading and treaties with many 
rulers, as predicted in verse ten, his reach did not extend to all kings and all nations as 
in our text, literally describing the supernal reign of Christ. 
 
The king’s judgment is spoken of in a positive light in the beginning verses (vv. 1-4), 
alluding to Solomon’s keen insight in judgment.  How much more shall the Son of God 
judge righteously in His kingdom and bring justice and goodness to the poor and 
oppressed (vv. 12-14).  This righteous beneficence seems to also be the motivator of 
the rulers who will serve him, as opposed to simply a military response, based on the 
contextual juxtaposition.  As His people looking forward to His coming, we should not 
view His judgments negatively, but rejoice that His judgment and justice will ultimately 
prevail (see Revelation 19:1-2) and bring righteousness. 
 
Solomon’s peaceful and vast dominion and long reign are also predicted (vv. 7-8), yet 
the culminating description (v. 17) most appropriately applies to Christ, where both His 
eternal reign and name are announced, as well as the eternal blessing that His 
presence will bring to all nations.  So much is the “greater than Solomon” seen in this 
psalm, that its conclusion rightly equates His blessing with the blessing of the LORD 
God of Israel, whose name and glory will bless the whole earth in that day when the 
Davidic covenant is totally fulfilled, and every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11). 
   
 
 
  
 
 



One more test 
 

And the LORD said unto Gideon, The people that are with thee are too many for me to 
give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel vaunt themselves against me, saying, 

Mine own hand hath saved me. 
Judges 7:2 

 
When he is visited in chapter six by the angel of the LORD, apparently appearing simply 
as a human stranger, Gideon initially reacts to His announcement with disbelief and 
argument.  Gideon argues that the LORD could not be with him, since He had obviously 
forsaken the disobedient nation floundering in their idolatry (6:13).  With a fixed gaze 
upon Gideon, the stranger again tells him to go against the Midianites, because He is 
sending him.  Gideon then informs the stranger to understand his own humble state, 
implying that he could not possibly be the choice of Jehovah for such a task (6:15).  
After the third promise of His presence for the stated purpose, Gideon finally begins to 
suspect that this stranger is no ordinary man, and asks for a confirming sign of who He 
is.  When the angel of the LORD miraculously confirms His identity by consuming the 
offered food and drink as an offering to God, Gideon’s reaction drastically changes, 
reflecting the realization that he has been in the presence of the LORD God.  Through 
the next series of events, Gideon obeys the LORD’s command to destroy the idols of 
his father’s town and replace them with an altar to Jehovah, has his life threatened as a 
result, and sees his father defend him in the re-establishing the worship of Jehovah, all 
in time to see the Midianite-led mob again overflow into Israel to pilfer their land.  But 
from all this experience, Gideon has been prepared by the Spirit of the LORD, and 
gathers an army to fight against this foe.  His reaction to these events is to employ one 
more test with a fleece, for confirmation from the LORD that this is indeed the time to 
strike.  We might say that by this point Gideon’s faith is strong and prepared for the 
battle, having been furnished with the power of answers and an army. 
 
Yet, as we move into the account surrounding our text, we see one more test, this time 
coming to Gideon from God.  After providing the miraculous response of 32,000 men for 
his army, the LORD tests Gideon’s faith by whittling down this army to a mere 300 men.  
And this time the response from Gideon is -- nothing.  We see no complaint and no 
more requests for signs.  He is simply resigned to the will and power of God.  After this, 
God does provide one more encouraging experience for Gideon before the battle, but it 
is not at Gideon’s request.  Is the lesson clear?  After all of our reactions, requests, 
wrangling, and even perceptions of faith, the truly faithful soul will view the unexpected 
and unexplainable events that come as just one more test.  We need not make more 
noise about it.  We simply must move through it, wait upon the LORD, and obey Him 
with what is revealed.  The rest is really all up to Him.  And would we want it to be any 
other way? 
   
 
 
  
 
 



Generosity 
              
 

If there be among you a poor man…thou shalt open thine hand wide unto him, and shalt surely lend him 
sufficient for his need, in that which he wanteth. 

– Deuteronomy 15:7-8 – 
              

 
Most of us have experienced times in our lives when we have been in some state of want and 
received assistance from a benevolent individual who looked upon us with love and helped 
supply a resolution to our need.  No one likes to be in distress, but such experiences of exigency 
and deliverance should serve as ineffaceable reminders in our hearts that God uses people, 
specifically generous people, to minister to human need. 
 
No matter how much our political leaders try to pretend that the State can eliminate human 
want and suffering, the fact remains that there will always be people in need. The Bible makes 
that clear.  Need varies by degree as well as cause.  Some people are in need because of bad 
choices, while others find themselves in the predicament due to no fault of their own.  And it 
comes in all shapes and sizes.  A single mom, an un- or under-employed husband, a fatherless 
child, a struggling senior.  Human need has infinitely unique settings and circumstances. 
 
God has laid out a very clear principle for His people regarding ministering to human need – 
generosity.  Our text instructs the Israelite to not just open the hand, but to open it wide to 
assist a less fortunate brother. The New Testament reiterates the principle.  Freely we have 
received, freely we are to give.  We are to consider Him who, though He was rich, for our sakes 
He became poor, that we through His poverty might be rich.   
 
Generosity does not require abundant wealth.  It is an attribute of God that all His children 
should possess and exercise frequently, regardless of their means.  Generosity is less about 
what one has and more about how one sees.  A generous spirit desires to do what one can to 
help someone who cannot.  It stems from a heart that knows that God has been good and 
desires to share His goodness with others in some tangible fashion.  It may be in the form of 
labor, goods, service, or currency.  But generosity will always be obviously felt by the recipient, 
even if rendered anonymously.   
 
We are confronted continually with opportunities to be generous.  How is our spirit here?  
When we encounter someone with some type of need today, let us resist the temptation to 
play judge and jury.  As the old adage says, there but for the grace of God go I.  Let us open the 
heart wide so that the hand may follow.   
 
 

    -- D. Murcek 



He Leadeth Me

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory."

Psalm 73:24

Now here is a golden promise; that the omniscient Lord of creation,
who sees the end in the beginning and can infallibly predict every
future event ,has vouchsafed to his children His inerrant guidance
through the convolutions of life. Though our frail bark be
mercilessly tossed about with assailing torrents, the Captain of our
salvation will bring us to our “expected end”.

Abraham,”not knowing whither he went”, was led out of idolatrous
Ur through the temptations of Haran,down through the inhospitable
lands of the Hittites, across the mountainous wilderness, and finally
to the promised Canaan land.
The Divine guidance being his sole roadmap.The steps of this
“good man were ordered of the Lord” as promised. Now not to
Abraham alone is given such benefits, for this is the heritage of all
those who have abandoned the right of self determination and
surrendered their future to their beneficent conductor who will
“shew us the path of life”.

There will be distractions and detours along our circuitous journey,
but the saints can be assured :

Sometimes on the mount where the sun shines so bright
God leads His dear children along

Sometimes in the valley, in darkest of night
God leads His dear children along

Though sorrows befall us and Satan oppose
God leads His dear children along

Have a blessed week,



Individual Contribution 

She hath done what she could: she is come aforehand to anoint my body to the burying. Verily I 

say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached throughout the whole world, this also 
that she hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.  (Mark 14:8,9) 

What can I do? This is a question we should all ask concerning our contribution to the cause of 

Christ. Sometimes this question is asked with a genuine desire to serve the Lord; other times it 
is presented with a tone of inferiority by a person who feels they have nothing to offer. When 

God saves us, it is for His glory, and he also equips us with some ability to do something for the 
advancement of His kingdom. 

So, what can you do? Today’s account records a seemingly small act by Mary of Bethany, and 

yet her good deed would be broadcast down through the ages. Often serving Christ is done by 
serving other people. A cup of cold water, a helping hand, a listening ear, or sharing some 

burden, can all be a way of serving our Lord. Remember, that if we have done these things unto 

the least of His brethren, we have done it unto Him. But on one particular day, Mary of Bethany 
had the blessed opportunity to render some kindness to the Lord himself. Mary did not have 

the theological background of Paul, nor did she have the physical robustness of Peter, but she 

did have a deep love for Jesus, and she seized an opportunity to express it. Her alabaster vial of 

spikenard would have been a prized possession. Spikenard was a rare ointment of great value. 
With its strong and pleasant fragrance and medicinal qualities, it was also an article of 

commerce. Mary could have used it to secure material possessions for herself, or she could 

have sold it and donated the money to charity. Mary seems to have processed the teachings of 
Jesus and understood that He was nearing the time of giving His life as a sacrifice. With a great 

depth of love, she breaks the vial and pours the contents on the Savior’s head. Knowing He was 
about to demonstrate the ultimate act of love, she did what she could to demonstrate her love. 

Though some thought her act was a flagrant waste, Mary realized that nothing is wasted that is 
done for the Lord. 

Remember, all of us have something we can do for the Lord. Though some acts of service may 

receive more recognition from people, every act of love done for our Lord will be noted and 
remembered forever. Today, let each of us look for what we can do for the Savior who gave His 

all for us. 

                                                                                                                        J. Ekis 



Extreme Opposites 

Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly; but the proud He 
knoweth afar off. 

Psalm 138:6 

At the outset of the scriptures, our introduction to God is that of the all-powerful 
Creator. The Hebrew name Elohim implies strength and faithfulness. His creative 
power supersedes anything that earthly minds can imagine. In recounting the 
creative act in Genesis 2, God is then revealed as Jehovah, the self-existent One. 
Again, this thought goes beyond our comprehension. God is wiser than all that we 
understand, He encompasses all of the material world, and He is beyond time as 
we know it. In the Psalms, God is described as being from everlasting to 
everlasting, and in the Revelation, He is the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end. I Corinthians states that the Lord’s weakness is stronger than man, and 
His foolishness is wiser than man. His ways are higher than ours and there is no 
searching of His understanding.  Metaphorically, the clouds are His chariot and 
the dust of His feet, while He rides on the wings of the wind. We cannot hide from 
Him for His eyes behold all, and we cannot run from Him because He fills heaven 
and earth. The holiness of God’s presence requires us to remove our shoes, and 
the fullness of the glory of His face requires us to hide ours. No wonder that 
Psalm 4 states that we are to “stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own 
heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah.” 

We should forever stand in amazement that the immortal God, who dwells in 
light which no man can approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see, has 
respect and concern for lowly man. Though God is not far from any one of us, He 
especially draws close to those who humble themselves in His sight. It was to the 
lowly shepherds that the angels announced the arrival of the Christ, while the 
proud King Herod remained blinded and distant by his self-importance. This God 
has invited us to come unto Him and He will give us relief from our burdens, then 
tells us that we can continue casting all our cares on Him. He is the Supreme Ruler 
of His creation while, at the same time, He is the friend of sinners. 

As we take time for our daily devotions, let us renew our wonder at the perfect 
blending of these extreme opposites in our amazing God! 

                                                                                                                        J. Ekis 

 



Remember to react 
 

I remembered God, and was troubled: I complained, and my spirit was overwhelmed. 
Selah. 

Psalm 77:3 
 
The psalmist’s reaction to his remembrance of God here is not what we typically expect 
to read.  One of the qualities of the many recorded thoughts and surmisings in the 
Psalms is often how they reveal the stark nakedness of the soul of the writer.  This 
psalm in particular teaches us the importance of the relationship between how we react 
and what we remember.  In the first half of this psalm, Asaph writes of his day of 
trouble, where he is crying unto and seeking God, unable to sleep, unable to speak, and 
wondering if the Lord has forsaken him forever.  He has communed with his own heart 
and even diligently searched it.  His reaction in this state to his thoughts of God is to be 
troubled, complaining, and overwhelmed.  Then in the midst of the psalm, he turns 
about to recognize that the main problem troubling his soul is his own focus.  He owns 
his infirmity of remembering and thinking upon things that edify not.  He has allowed a 
certain trouble to so captivate his mind that it whirls out of control about the possibilities 
of being forsaken of God.  At this turning point, he makes the decision to change what 
he will dwell upon:  And I said, This is my infirmity: but I will remember the years of the 
right hand of the most High (v. 10).  It is this conscious decision that turns the tone of 
the psalm, as he remembers the power of God, His works, wonders, and holy way, His 
strength and redemption, which have all been manifested through the experiences of 
His people.   
 
This is an example for us to follow, when we would be tempted to allow temporary 
circumstances and troublesome thoughts to exploit our imagination and drive us to 
consider possibilities that are outside the realm of faith in God’s promises and character 
revealed in His word.  For he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee 
(Hebrews 13:5). Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee. Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH 
is everlasting strength (Isaiah 26:3-4).  Therefore, let us remember and meditate upon 
those things that will encourage a reaction consistent with His faithfulness, as we heed 
the apostle’s exhortation:  Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if 
there be any praise, think on these things (Philippians 4:8). 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
   
 



Adopted

Ezekiel 16:8: Now when I passed by thee, and looked upon thee,
behold, thy time was the time of love; and I spread my skirt over
thee, and covered thy nakedness: yea, I sware unto thee, and
entered into a covenant with thee, saith the Lord GOD, and thou

becamest mine.

The prophet set before the erring people a pathetic image of God’s
magnanimity in the face of the abject condition of a newborn babe
naked, covered in blood, and with placenta still attached who was
cast aside at birth. One wonders what sort of parent is this that
could bring to birth a child only to fling it away without providing the
most basic provisions for his survival.This forlorn child cries out for
mercy and needful nurture but to no avail for “no eye pitied” the
forsaken child.It is here that the “the Father of mercies, and the
God of all comforts” propitiously arrives in time to save and
swaddle the cast away infant.

The prophecy is an allegory that reminds us of our pre-salvation
condition. We as children of the devil, bereft of any nurturing
parent, were left exposed to the elements of a hostile world with
the prospects of a certain and swift demise. Note the descriptive
words that the apostle Paul employs to describe our lost state:
“dead in sins…in the flesh… without
Christ…aliens….strangers…having no hope….without God….in
the world….far off” Ephesians 2.

It is in this forlorn condition that our Savior enters into the storyline
and washes us from our sin, covers our nakedness, and severs the
umbilical that binds us to this present evil world. And then does He
spread His Comforter over us and calms our desperate
whimpering, assuring us that we “shalt no more be termed
forsaken” but have been happily adopted as sons and daughters
into His everlasting covenant.

Believer, it is our glorious privilege to go forth announcing that it is
now “the time of love”. Let us boldly say to a lost generation:“He
will come and save you” Isaiah 35:4.

Have a blessed week,
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