When the Lord Hides Himself
John 8:59: … but Jesus hid himself
In the context of our cited verse, Jesus understandably
withdraws Himself from those who had every intention of
killing Him, but, as in a number of other references, "His hour
had not yet come”. What folly of those benighted Jews to want
to extinguish the light of the world! In response to their
vehemence, Jesus hid himself from them, as He does with all
those who reject His claims. The famous mathematician and
atheist, Bertrand Russell (co-founder of analytic philosophy),
was asked about what he would say if he had to stand before
God one day to give account for his unbelief. Said he: “I would
ask him: "Sir, why did you take such pains to hide yourself?”
In theological or philosophical terms, this dilemma is called
The Hiddenness of God.In reality, God is not hidden, and if He
were any more open, then belief in Him would border on
coercion instead of free will. As in our text, He is only hidden
from those who have already rejected His claims.Matthew
11:25: “At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
them unto babes.”
In another sense, how close the Lord seemed to us when the
Holy Spirit first bade us come to Christ. Just as a mother
hovers over the newborn, tending to his every need and filling
every anxious agitation with maternal assurances, so the Lord
spent such familial affections on us, his adopted children. In
those halcyon days, as we reveled in our new birth, every
event seems to be saturated with the presence of God. But
then, just as certainly as a parent must wean the child of such
doting lest their maturity be forever stunted, so must the Lord
hide Himself, as it were, to foster our growth in faith. Our faith
must not be dependent on the evidence of signs and wonders.
If we are to grow in faith we must “endure seeing Him who is
invisible” and “walk by faith not by sight.”
David prayed, “Hide not thy face far from me”. He enjoyed a
unique relationship with his Lord and so formed this desperate
prayer lest the Lord should depart from him. David felt that he
had done something that would incur God’s disfavor and
break the fellowship that had been forged by his faithful
obedience.
So many times did Israel intentionally offend the Almighty and
brought the incumbent and remedial reaction from the Lord:
Isaiah 54:7: For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with
great mercies will I gather thee. The frantic Shulamite awakes
to find her lover gone. And so forthwith she scours the streets
and asks every citizen if they had seen Him whom her soul
loveth.”But I found him whom my soul loveth: I held him, and
would not let him go.” With the Master seemingly at a distance
from us, much the more do we ardently seek Him until we find
Him and never let Him go!
Let us seek and find him

