
 Why We Follow 

 …How long halt ye between two opinions? If the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow 
 him. 

 1 Kings 18:21 

 It was easy and even natural to follow in our early formative years. Before we developed the 
 ability to verbally communicate, it was natural to simply put our hand in our parents’ hands and 
 let them lead us. Even with our sinful and rebellious nature, the dependent state of our early years 
 demanded (required) following some leader. As we grew and matured, independence naturally 
 increased; but sometimes independence exacts a great cost. We were never meant to be so 
 liberated that we would cease to follow God. Oftentimes, the reason someone stops following God 
 is that they either willingly or unknowingly begin to follow something else. 

 The eighteenth chapter of First Kings records the epic contest between Elijah and the prophets of 
 Baal. The contest was much more than a conflict between opposing prophets; it was a test to 
 prove who was the only true and living God. Baal was one of the primary gods of the Canaanites. 
 The adherents of this false deity and his manmade image had made them central to their culture. 
 Jehovah, the one and only God, who is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent was the Living 
 Deity of the faithful Hebrews. Elijah’s proposal was for each side to call upon their respective God 
 to consume a sacrifice by sending fire from heaven proving once and for all who was the real and 
 living God. The silence of Baal and the response of Jehovah were meant to not only verify the 
 true God but also cause the false worshippers to consider the vanity of their religion. The impotent 
 idol of Baal and the feeble prophets were defeated when Jehovah answered Elijah’s plea by 
 sending fire down from the heavens and consuming the sacrifice. When this miraculous event 
 occurred, the surrounding witnesses immediately acknowledged…  the LORD, He is the God  . 

 Christians are to be followers of God, and though we never have seen literal fire descend from 
 heaven to consume a sacrifice, we have an abundance of reasons to declare  the LORD, He is God  . 
 We are to walk by faith, and it is faith that pleases our Lord; yet still, we have many infallible 
 proofs that bolster our faith.  The experience of conversion and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is 
 enough incentive to follow our God.  We see His protection and provision daily as our eyes are 
 truly opened. There are times He answers our prayers both directly and indirectly proving over 
 and over that our God is true. There are also times when the mysterious hand of God moves in a 
 situation in such a way that is beyond explanation, verifying that our God, though unseen, 
 manifests Himself in divine occurrences. 

 As we have another day to follow our Good Shepherd, may we have the confidence of Elijah, and 
 show the world that the LORD, he is God! 

 J. Ekis 


