
Taking the Garbage Out

II Chronicles 29:16: And the priests went into the inner part of the house of
the LORD, to cleanse it, and brought out all the uncleanness that they

found in the temple of the LORD

The temple of the Lord had suffered disrepair after a series of apostate
kings had moved the children of Judah to pay homage and sacrifice to Baal.
The center of worship moved from the sacred temple to the valley of
Hinnom, where the disobedient people even offered their own children to
the inexorable flames of their false god of stone. Where once the temple of
Solomon was maintained with utmost fastidiousness, now that sacred
structure lay in partial ruin due to shameful neglect. The courts that were
once filled with the mingled scent of the evening oblations and the
mysterious unction of the table of incense were now filled with the acrid
aroma of animal dung and every form of vile refuse.

It was time to take the garbage out! It was high time for a thorough
cleansing! Rising to the challenge was the revivalist king Hezekiah. He
would be but a type of the greater One who would come with a fan in His
hand to cleanse the floor. It could be said of them both that “the zeal of
thine house hath eaten them up”. And so he issued forth the decree”
sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your
fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place.” After which, he
restored the rightful purpose for which the temple had been constructed: to
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. The Shekinah glory was
restored and the people again basked in the favor of the one true God.

In this age of the New Testament, there is no need for a temple for as the
scripture has stated, “that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which
is in you”. This temple must also be kept clean from all defilements, and to
that end, we believers are the custodians who are given the charge to do
so. Let us follow the zealous example of Hezekiah in removing all filthiness
and uncleanness out of our holy place. The mind, heart, and body of the
believer must be assiduously maintained so that it can serve as a fitting
resting place of the Spirit of God. Let us sharpen our discernment and
refuse entry to the devilish defilements that bring their accompanying
corruptions. And like the Lord Jesus, take the “scourge of small cords” and
drive “them all out of the temple”.

Can we imagine letting our physical homes become so run down that we
leave garbage piling up for months without taking out the trash? Or leaving
toilets unflushed, dirty dishes stacked in the sink, or permitting dogs and
cats to leave their waste matter over the floors for weeks and months
without taking mops and cleaning agents in hand and scrubbing down the
place. How absurd a scene this would be! How much also, do our bodies
and souls need a continual cleansing? It is time to take the garbage out!

II Corinthians 7:1: Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.


