When It’s Okay to Disrespect Your Mama!
EII Chronicles 15:16: ¶And also concerning Maachah the mother of Asa
the king, he removed her from being queen, because she had made an
idol in a grove: and Asa cut down her idol, and stamped it, and burnt it at
the brook Kidron.
Filial affections must never interfere with obedience to God. In all matters,
it must be that loyalty to God and His word supersedes all earthly
affinities. Jesus said: “He that loveth father or mother more than me is
not worthy of me”Matthew 10:37. King Asa was not about to lose the
power of the Almighty just to curry maternal favor. The Lord had proven
Himself faithful to Asa by a mighty deliverance from the million-man army
of the Ethiopians. Asa was one of those rare kings that “was perfect all
his days”and as a result “all Judah rejoiced at the oath: for they had
sworn with all their heart, and sought him with their whole desire; and he
was found of them:”. So for Asa, no one was exempted, not even his
mother, when “he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high
places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves”.
When Bathsheba made her petition on behalf of Adonĳah (I Kings 2:21),
Solomon knew better than to respect his mother’s ill-advised request. It
may have hurt her feelings, but his God-given wisdom discerned the evil
motive cloaked behind the seemingly modest supplication.(How sad to
note that later in life, Solomon possessed not the same resolve when
“his wives turned away his heart after other gods”.)
How much better it would have been for Salome had she refused her
vengeful mother’s request to ask for the head of John. No doubt she
suffers the pangs of eternal regret for such an iniquitous request. Add to
the list of infamy the wicked king Ahaziah whose “ mother (Athaliah) was
his counsellor to do wickedly”. Believers are under no obligation to follow
the example of evil parents. The rule of precedence must be assiduously
applied. Obedience to God must be our primary
allegiance.
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