
Unfounded fear 
 

Let these sayings sink down into your ears: for the Son of man shall be delivered 
into the hands of men.  But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from 
them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying. 

Luke 9:44-45 
 

This is the second time in Luke’s account that Jesus warned the twelve disciples of His 
coming passion.  The first was earlier in this chapter, after Peter’s confession that Jesus 
was the Christ of God, in spite of all the surmising of the people.  It seems that the 
recognition of His true identity needed to be established among them, before Jesus 
revealed to the twelve the ultimate course of His earthly journey.  In the same context, 
Jesus also laid down the premise that to follow Him means to deny yourself, take up 
your cross daily, and be willing to lose your life for His sake.   
 
This was probably an unexpected message to the twelve, who had recently been given 
authority over demons and the power to cure diseases while they preached the kingdom 
of God.  They had even been given the right to symbolically shake the dust off their feet 
in condemnation of those who would not receive the gospel of the kingdom.  On the 
heels of that campaign, they enjoyed the privilege to watch Jesus preach the kingdom 
to the multitude, heal them, then feed all five thousand of them miraculously.  Then, 
even after the initial warning, three of them experienced His transfiguration.  Yet, after 
that experience, Jesus alluded to His limited time with them, as He freed the man’s son 
from the demon, then reiterated the warning in our text. 
 
The sad commentary follows, as they don’t understand the warning and fear to ask for 
an explanation.  There seems to be a connection between their imperception and their 
fear.  As the disciples were basking in the glories of Jesus’ power and the message of 
the expected Messianic kingdom, their understanding was becoming impervious to the 
new message of self-denial and sacrifice.  This seems to also be supported by the 
events that immediately follow in the chapter.  Perhaps their fear to ask was not only 
from embarrassment of admitting that they didn’t understand, but was also from not 
wanting to understand the implications of the message?   
 
This is another scriptural example for us to not follow.  The word of the Lord to His 
disciples must always be the thing we desire to know and understand.  We need not sift 
it through our own wishes or self-made expectations.  It is not beyond the Lord’s power 
to equip and sustain us for what He reveals to us. “He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” 
(Romans 8:32) 
       
 


