
Jesus is Knocking

Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice,
and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and

he with me. Revelation 3:20

In 1853, the pre-Raphaelite painter William Holman Hunt finished
his most famous work The Light of the World. It portrays Christ
holding a lantern while knocking at a door overgrown with ivy and
whose hinges are rusted shut. Hunt explained that it was symbolic
of “the obstinately shut mind”.The door has no handle and so
represents the salient truth that mankind must open the door from
within. It is a testament to Godʼs refusal to violate the free will of
man. There will be no imposition of divine determination; no
insistence that the creature bends to the dictates of his creator,
though it would be for the best outcome. No, all of Adamʼs race
must “hear my voice” and choose to open the door or reject the
proffered invitation to sup with the savior of his soul. It is
lamentable that multitudes have heard the voice but left the door
sealed, resulting in their own damnation. And with each passing year
of rejection, the door of the heart becomes overgrown with the
weeds of neglect and the hinges with the rust of insouciance.

The scriptural image of Christ standing at the door is placed
immediately after the rebuke of the worldly Laodicean church. The
careful student of the Bible will note that the message to the seven
churches begins with Christ in the midst of the seven golden
candlesticks, which John explains to be the seven churches Asia
Minor, and then ends with Him shut outside the door and knocking
to gain entrance. This comes as a clarion warning to the apostate
church of our current age.

Our text places appropriate significance on hearing the voice of the
Lord. In the messages to the seven churches the passage, “ He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” is
repeated to all seven churches and serves as a divine imperative as
well as an apposite conclusion to the messages given. The dire state
of the church of our current generation needs to heed that word and
quickly open the door to the heart.

Solomonʼs Song of Songs puts forth the poetic metaphor of the
slumbering bride that refused to quickly arise at the voice of the
bridegroom who knocked at the door. “Open to Me” he cried but she
had already “put off her coat” and was languishing in a soporific
state and was thus delayed in answering his call. By the time she had
collected herself and unlatched the door, alas, he was gone and
though she sought him and called out to him, "he gave no answer”.

Both sinner and saint can glean a lesson from this instructional
verse. “Awake thou that sleepest!” Make haste to open that door
when first you hear that Divine voice. Let in the “Light of the World”
while He is near. Bring Him to the table and break with Him the
bread of life.

Have a blessed day,


