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Unmerited Favor

Then she fell on her face, and bowed herself to the ground, and said unto him,
Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of
me, seeing | am a stranger?Ruth 2:10

Ruth had cast her lot in with Naomi and had decided to walk by faith and not by
sight. It was an unreasonable calculation for this young woman. Bereft of
husband and future prospects, what hope had she for any benefactions amidst
a people known for their xenophobic separation from the pagan Moabites, from
whence she had hailed. At first glance it would appear that the young maid had
cast her fate to the winds, but to the trained eye of faith, time would prove her
tenacious cleaving to the God of her mother-in-law would reap a bountiful
reward. First must come the willingness to lose all to follow Christ and only then
the corresponding blessing is vouchsafed. Ruth, willing to sacrifice all prospects
of future felicities resigns herself to arduous labor in the harvest fields in support
of herself and her mother-in-law. And so “Her hap was to light on a part of the
field belonging unto Boaz” where a Cinderellaesque drama unfolds.

The unpretentious scene before us strikes a resonating chord in the heart of
every child of God. For who is this stranger that finds such unmerited favor in
the sight of the Lord of the Harvest? Who amongst the redeemed of God has
not with profound wonderment fallen before our Master. Have we not ,like Ruth,
pondered how such strangers to the covenant of God should find mercy in the
eyes of One who has every right to shun and ignore us.

We are but impotent Mephibosheths who bring no credentials to secure an
inheritance from the table of the king.But as surely as his great grandfather
showed mercy to the undeserving, so did David to the lame outcast.And so
many centuries thereafter, in this same royal lineage ,there came a greater than
Boaz and David. Jesus broke down the middle wall of partition and welcomed
the outcast to sit at His table and partake of His inheritance. “That at that time
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope, and without God in
the world:But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh
by the blood of Christ.” Ephesians 2:12

With a similar astonishment we fall on our face with Ruth and ask “Why have |
found grace in thine eyes, that thou shouldest take knowledge of me, seeing'|
am a stranger?” Let us never lose the wonder of that mystery.

Have a blessed week,
P
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The Common Blessing
And the common people heard him gladly. Mark 12:37
Then drew near unto him all the publicans and sinners for to hear him. Luke 15:1

Though God has endowed all of mankind with a free will, He has ordained some things
that supersede our choices, such as when and where we are born. From the outset of
life, we exercise our free will in many different ways, yet much of life is impacted by the
surrounding influences of where we have been placed. The majority of us lead simple
and common lives that have been influenced and shaped by our environment. Some of
us achieve levels of excellence as perceived by the world’s standards. Those
individuals gain great recognition and usually are financially well compensated.
Politicians, entertainment idols, athletes, and successful businessmen are among
those who are highly esteemed. But there can be a trap in worldly recognition at every
level; it often blinds us to our spiritual need. In the Book of Revelation, the Laodicean
Church was increased with goods and in need of nothing and unaware of the fact that
they were miserable, poor, blind, and naked.

Today’s verses show that it was the common people and the outcasts who welcomed
the words of Jesus. Was it because their lives were not insulated from the many
hardships of day-to-day life? The uncertainty of their lives would cause them to
welcome the hopeful teaching of an eternal kingdom. Their pride would blind the
scribes and the Pharisees from knowing they were sinners in need of the forgiveness
the Lord could provide. Difficulties can plant the seeds of yearning for a better and
more satisfying life. Jesus had warned that it was easier for a camel to go through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven. 1Corinthians
also states that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are
called. God certainly loves the mighty as well as the lowly, and the noble as much as
the pauper, but what we see in the scriptures is that usually the common people
responded more readily to the teachings of Jesus. They were not encumbered with
self-importance and the fineries of this temporary world and could more easily
embrace things of faith.

The people in the gospel accounts had the great privilege of being present when
Jesus walked this earth. Though centuries have passed, those teachings the Lord
gave them are available to us today when we open the pages of the Bible. If we allow,
the impact of His word is as powerful today as in the first century. Heaven and earth
will pass away, but His word will never pass away. May we be like the common people
and draw near unto Him for to hear Him.

J. Ekis



Strife

Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of
one mind. Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem other better than themselves.

Philippians 2:2-3

This couplet of exhortations from the apostle Paul to the Philippian church strikes a
common refrain within our New Testament epistles. His initial statement emphasizes
the positive, that they pursue unity of mind and mutual love. He follows with the inverse
exhortation to do nothing through strife or vainglory, bolstered by the remedy to pursue
a spirit of humility towards others. He will later call out by name two instigators of strife
in the church to be like-minded. He issued similar commands to the Corinthians (I Cor.
3:3; Il Cor. 12:20), Ephesians (Eph. 4:30-32), and Colossians (Col. 3:12-15). In
addition, James’ epistle contrasts “earthly, sensual, devilish wisdom” characterized by
envying and strife with the wisdom from above, which is, among other things, pure,
peaceable, and easy to be intreated (Jas. 3:13-18). He continues in chapter four
decrying “wars and fighting” among believers, as well as evil speaking. He later issues
a strong warning against one result of strife: “Grudge not one against another, brethren,
lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door” (Jas. 5:9).

Why so much warning against such attitudes and behaviors to Christian people?
Because the apostolic writers were well aware of the “natural man,” or the “old man,” as
called by Paul, that still struggles to hang on in the life of a disciple, even though we are
commanded to put off that old nature with the power of the Holy Spirit, who is the only
one that can equip us unto both the positive and negative of these exhortations. It is the
devil’s desire to divide Christians, and it often occurs over meaningless issues.

Although the word strife may refer to a range of conditions, even to the point of war, its
beginning is typically some contention over exertion of self-perceived superiority. In
personal matters, it can begin by a difference of opinion over how a matter should be
handled. Most of us have a personal view of the correct way to do just about
everything. Yet, we assume that everyone’s methods should conform to ours. Then,
when that doesn’t happen in a particular matter, the perceived nonconformance is
further assumed to be a personal offense. Yielding to the natural, instead of the Spirit,
by the offended, and/or the perceived offender, only escalates a matter of preference or
personality difference to the point of selfish indignation. In some cases, one party, or
both, is willing to “throw away” the non-conformer to preserve such selfish perception.
Such sinful attitudes and behavior result in grudges: self-justified hatred without
repentance. And how does this fulfill our text? It does not. It is not Christian in attitude
or behavior, no matter how many church activities or perceived good deeds are
amassed.

May God help us to often review and heed the exhortations cited here, and continually
repent and submit to Christ, who left us that new commandment, to love one another
“as | have loved you,” in demonstration of whose disciples we are. (John 13:34-35)



Holy, Holy, Holy
And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his
glory. —Isaiah 6:3

Isaiah’s vision of the throne of Jehovah is populated by the class of angels referenced as seraphim,
emphatically adoring His holiness. The scene that the apostle John is given audience to in Revelation
chapter 4 is similar, where the four beasts (perhaps cherubim) lead both men and angels in their
worship of the ruler of the universe with the chorus, “Holy, holy, holy, LORD God Almighty, which was,
and is, and is to come” (Rev. 4:8). Thus, both Old and New Testament prophets and apostles alike
confirm with the establishment of many witnesses this pinnacle of all of our God’s magnificent
attributes — that He is holy.

Apprehending the holiness of God is essential to right worship and right living. It has been described as
the beauty of all that God is. The word itself denotes God’s uniqueness — that there is none like Him. He
is separate from His creation, higher and apart from it and perfectly complete in a way that leaves men
and angels awestruck. The Lord’s holiness is perhaps something better “felt than tellt.” Anyone who has
engaged in humble worship of Jehovah and sensed His presence understands the overwhelming and
unsearchable nature of His holiness. It is remarkable that such a God makes Himself available to fallen
men and women.

God'’s holiness is propounded for us throughout the length and breadth of the sacred scriptures.
Everything about Him is holy. His law is holy. His name is holy. His order of worship is holy. His covenant
is holy. Everywhere He reveals Himself to man — be it with Moses at the burning bush, or with the
children of Israel in the tabernacle, or with the nation of Israel in the temple, or with His gospel in the
heart of every believer —becomes a holy place.

The New Testament reveals each person of the Triune, thrice holy Godhead, to be holy. In Matthew
1:18, it is His Holy Ghost that will bring forth Messiah. In John 17:11, Jesus prays in utmost earnestness
to His Holy Father. In Acts 3:14, the early church recognizes the Son of God to Himself be holy.

The most humbling truth surrounding this attribute of the Almighty is that this Holy God is willing to
make sinful men holy as well. He required Israel to be holy because He is holy (Lev. 19:2). He is preparing
the present Himself with a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing, but holy and
without blemish (Eph. 5:27). He anticipates our hands to be holy (1 Tim. 2:8), that our prayers be
unhindered. Our very calling is holy (2 Tim. 1:9). He condescends to call us a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people (1 Pet. 2:9). What love is this that this Holy God has for His
people!

Brothers and sisters, let us be holy as Him who has called us expects and enables us to be. And let us be
ever grateful and eternally adore our thrice holy Creator Who was, and is, and is to come. -- b. Murcek
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The Ugly Duckling Syndrome

The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.] Samuel 16:7

When Hans Christian Anderson penned his famous tale of a duckling who was
ridiculed and rejected by his peers but later grew into a beautiful swan, he
confessed that he was writing his own autobiography.Like Anderson many
people have suffered the ostracizing insults of their rejecting coevals. Perhaps
they were cast out of the “in crowd” because they weren’t as pretty as the
cheerleaders, or as coordinated as the star athletes, or as cerebral as the honor
students. They were forced to struggle with the bitter sting of being rejected by
elitists that decided who was or wasn’t to be admitted into their insular society.It
was a lonely, depressing existence for many that led to copious tears and even
morbid considerations.But with time, self-worth would be found apart from group
acceptance. In many cases such rejection led to seeking the acceptance of the
only One that really mattered.

Our culture has wrongly set the crown of success on the heads of the least
worthy of such adulating attention, while at the same time depreciating those
who possess requisites that are hidden from human observation. To these ,the
persona non grata of the world, God has reserved an eternal consolation: “The
Lord GOD which gathereth the outcasts”. It will be, after all, “that not many wise
men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called”. What an
ironic reversal is about to upend the perverted social order.

The text reminds us that it is not the acclaim of a mercurial world that we should
curry, but the acceptance of a holy God. The world will bestow its honors on
those whose beauty, wealth and power are manifested by tangible evidences,
while the Lord bestows His on those who “serve God acceptably with
reverence” from “the hidden man of the heart”.

David was the runt of the Jesse’s family yet God saw in Him the potential that
would ultimately equip him to be the leader of the mighty nation. And a
millennium later the Son of David would be born in humble surroundings with
“no beauty that we should desire him”. His disfigured, crucified form was so
revolting that at first sight one would be compelled to turn away and hide “our
faces from him”. But from the hideous scene a transcendent beauty emerged.In
transfigured ecstasy the victorious Savior arose with “healing in his wings”. And
from His heavenly throne He graciously invites the outcast, the poor, the ugly,
the learning disabled, and the unpopular to “Come Unto Me!”. What a beautiful
transformation is awaiting !

Have a blessed week,
AL e
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Playing With Fire
Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?
Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?
Proverbs 6:27,28

In our modern-day English language there are many idioms, metaphors, and figures of
speech that have their origin in the Bible. Phrases like: the handwriting is on the wall,
a drop in a bucket, go the extra mile, and the blind leading the blind are a few examples
that we hear in daily conversations. In today’s verse we can see the source of the
expression- if you play with fire, you get burned. Obviously, if a person is not careful
when working with literal fire, they have the potential for getting burned; but the intent
of this verse goes well beyond the dangerous qualities of fire.

The context of this verse in Proverbs is warning against a man being caught in lustful
and adulterous situations. Losing focus and surrendering to the temptation of the
flesh can burn a man’s achievements and reputation to the ground. The truth of this
verse can also apply to many other areas of disobeying God’s commands. When a
person starts to stray from diligently following the Lord, the commandments can seem
restrictive rather than protective. Deuteronomy 10:13 states that the commandments
are meant for our good. How many times has a young person fabricated a story to avoid
being found out in wrongdoing, only to find themselves in even worse trouble when
the truth is revealed. By not telling the truth they get “burned”. The Scriptures are
replete with examples of people who disregarded God’s commands only to find that
their choice had dire repercussions. The most obvious being Adam who directly
violate God’s warning and caused not only him but all the following generations to
suffer from his disobedience. Or Achan, hoping to gain financially from the spoils of
Jericho, totally disregarded God’s warning. Achan’s greed of what was forbidden
brought much trouble to him and many others. The end of Solomon’s life was filled with
regret and bitterness because he had forsaken the very wisdom that had been granted
him by God. Marrying countless wives, many of whom were idolaters, brought a
negative influence that impacted succeeding Israeli kings for generations. These are
just a few examples of people in the Bible who dabbled in forbidden areas and later
found themselves burned.

Since whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, we can
take these verses and accounts and apply them that we might avoid being burned by
sin. There are many situations in our Christian walk where our adversary the Devil will
dangle enticements designed to pull us away from the narrow path of following our
Savior. We won’t be ignorant of Satan’s devices if we absorb God’s word and diligently
apply it to our lives. May God grant us the grace to perceive any situation that might
appear pleasant and harmless at the moment, but in the end could produce regretful
results.

Ekis



Stooping and Writing
And again, he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. —John 8:8

The account of the woman taken in adultery brought before Jesus is so instructive and characteristic of
our Lord that we do well to pause and consider every word. Let us meditate for a few moments upon
the deep significance in Christ’s actions of twice stooping down and writing on the ground.

The situation was dire. The woman was caught in the act of adultery. The text implies there were
sufficient witnesses to fulfill the Mosaic Law for condemnation. Among the witnesses were conspirators
—trying to trap Jesus in order to either expose Him as a fraud or diminish His following and influence.
Both objectives were likely in play. They presented to our Master what they thought was an iron-clad
dilemma. If He agreed that she should be stoned according to the Law, the people would perceive Him a
fraud. Why is this poor woman of less worth than the rag-tag retinue of harlots and publicans that
comprise the core of His most devoted followers? Were they next? Not to mention, following through
with the Mosaic prescription would be tantamount to insurrection, for only Rome had the right to
capital punishment. But if He simply dismissed the case, it would be apparent that He was mocking
God’s Law, stripping it in the eyes of the nation of all of its historic and moral authority. They surely had
Him. So, what would Jesus do? He stopped down and wrote on the ground.

Whatever our Lord wrote convicted the hearts of every accuser. Not one of them could escape their
own conscience, and one by one, they left. With no accusers, the decision was Jesus’ alone as to what to
do with this sinful woman. He chose to dismiss the case, sending her on her way to sin no more. The Law
was upheld, and mercy was shown.

And are we not all this woman — caught red-handed in our sinful state, dead in our trespasses and sins
while we live? There are many witnesses against us. Our own conscience condemns us. The devil
actually tells the truth when he accuses us before the throne of God night and day. The Law must be
upheld. We must be condemned. But before the first stone could come speeding our way from the bar
of Heaven, something grand and marvelous and unimaginable happened. The Logos stooped down — all
the way down. Down to where we tread. He thought it not robbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, and was made in the likeness of men. And He wrote on the ground. This
ground. The dust humanity treads. He wrote the love and mercy and grace of God in a brief thirty-three
year Life that has impacted mankind for millennia and is speaking still. And if that were not enough, he
stooped down again, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. There on Calvary,
His blood copiously ran down onto the ground below, penning the unfathomable love of God for sinners
as He was made sin for us, Who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
And from that cross do we not hear, “Neither do | condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”

Indeed, the Law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ. Let us live today unto
our Lord Who liberated us and showed us such great mercy. -- . Murcek



Eternal Words

John 6:68: ...Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of
eternal life.

William Shakespeare was renowned for the might of his pen. 400
years after his death multitudes continue to ponder his prolific
works including 39 plays and 154 sonnets. Many hail him as a
transcendent genius-a master wordsmith who employed the
perfectly crafted couplet to express his intriguingly, profound
thoughts.

Yet for all the effusive praise with which he was lauded, he
spurned the notion of being coronated the “Bard of Avon”. In a
scene from his most famous tragedy, Hamlet is found
contemplatively perusing a book. Polonius asks him what he is
reading to which Hamlet sardonically replies”
Words!Words!Words!” It was Shakespeare’s wry way of saying
that words which are written by men are just that -“words, words,
words”. In modern vernacular, we might say “blah, blah, blah”.

Was it not the sagacious Solomon who wrote “of making many
books there is no end”? Library shelves abound with the musings
of philosophers, poets, historians, and dramatists, but the Bible is
the only book that can claim divine origination. Embedded in its
sacred pages are the answers to man’s most earnest
interrogatories. Men’s words are the expression of the finite mind
and heart of the writer and so appear trite and vapid. In contrast,
God’s word is recondite and vivifying.

Sir Walter Scott, a famed British novelist and poet, was also a
committed Christian. On his deathbed, Scott is reported to have
said to his secretary, “Bring me the Book.” His secretary thought
of the thousands of books in Scott’s library and inquired, “Dr.
Scott, which book?” “The Book,” replied Scott. “The Bible — the
only book for a dying man!” And the committed Christian would
have to add that the Bible is not just for a dying man, but it’s the
only book for a living man because it is the Word of God.

Have a blessed day,

Prgic



My People

As he saith also in Osee, I will call them my people, which were not my people, and her
beloved, which was not beloved. And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it
was said unto them, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the
living God.

Romans 9:25,26

Throughout the Old Testament the phrase “my people” is used repeatedly in
reference to the Israelites, the children of God. Abraham was called out from among
the heathen to become the patriarch of the fledgling nation Israel. Imperfect as they
were, the Hebrews received divine favors from Jehovah throughout their pilgrimage
on earth. From the many miracles displayed during the exodus from Egypt to the
establishment of their kingdom, the nation Israel prospered because of being God’s
people. God’s love certainly extends to all people, but He chose the Hebrews as the
people of His covenant to be a witness to the world that they served the true and
living God. The Lord’s promise to Abraham was that through him all the families of the
earth would be blessed, which ultimately was fulfilled in the Messiah the Lord Jesus
Christ who gave himself as the sacrifice for the sins of the world. Though Israel was
chosen of God, their disobedience and blindness eventually led to captivity and the
opening of a door for the Gentiles to enter also as the people of God.

Before our conversion, the Bible describes us as being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no
hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ ye who sometimes were far off
are made nigh by the blood of Christ. The Bible uses many endearing terms to
describe the closeness of His relationship with us as believers. There can be a trap in
reading these precious portions of scripture too casually without allowing the fullness
of its truth to speak to our soul. How often do the inspired writers of the epistles
address the believers as beloved. Remember, that though the apostles were the
writers, it is God who is speaking, and He refers to us as beloved. When reading 1John
3:1 do we really Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God? Despite all of our shortcomings we are still
addressed as God’s children. The Lord also uses possessive terms as my sons and
daughters. In the teaching of the Good Shepherd the Lord refers to believers as my
sheep whom He calls by name. What a precious thought that the Good Shepherd, the
Lord Jesus calls us His own and knows us by name.

We now have the privilege to use terms of endearment to God. The Lord is our
Shepherd, and when we pray to Him, we can as His children say Our Father which art in
heaven. Because we have become His people, we can now say like Thomas said: My
Lord, and my God. Remember to live as His people today. - J. Ekis



Prosperity tests

Then said Hezekiah to Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken.
He said moreover, For there shall be peace and truth in my days.
Isaiah 39:8

Hezekiah'’s attitude exhibited in this short chapter can be viewed from different
perspectives. After the last few chapters describing his relatively successful and God-
honoring reign, answered prayer for deliverance from the attack of the Assyrians,
followed by his answer to prayer for deliverance from a terminal iliness, there seems to
be a lapse in his faithful walk. In the cases of the former deliverances, he showed a
healthy humility and dependence on the LORD for both the keeping of the nation as well
as the keeping of his own health and life. Yetin his response to the visitors from the far
country of Babylon, he seems to have been moved to a state of pride. The commentary
on this from the parallel account of Hezekiah in Il Chronicles 32 helps to clarify the
issue. It seems that after such deliverances that Hezekiah amassed wealth and a
certain degree of fame among surrounding nations, including Babylon, which at that
time was subservient to the Assyrians. The writer of Chronicles adds that the LORD
allowed the ambassadors from Babylon to be a test for Hezekiah, who then left his prior
humble attitude to instead pridefully show all of his wealth to these esteemed foreign
visitors. Thus, as many left to human tendencies, he failed the test of prosperity.
Instead of being humbly thankful for what had been given him, he boasted of his
blessings.

On the other hand, when confronted by Isaiah with God’s judgment upon his attitude
and action, Hezekiah confessed that the word of the LORD was good. He did not deny
that the punishment of the LORD was just reward for his pride and boasting. Yet the
final statement in our text seems to imply his disregard for the welfare of his progeny.
Again, the account from Il Chronicles 32 expands on this, telling us that he did indeed
humble himself for his sin, such that the punishment would be delayed. Thus, his
statement here is more indicative of his thankfulness for the merciful reprieve, and not
of any ill will toward his posterity. Of course, with the subsequent history provided to us,
we can understand the LORD's reservation of the later judgment to be commensurate
with the sins of the generation upon whom it finally came. Thus, as from others before
him, we must learn from Hezekiah to beware of the danger of prosperity, and to humble
ourselves before God’s righteous judgments and under His merciful hand.



Teachable
Take heed therefore how ye hear: for whosoever hath, to him shall be given; and whosoever hath not, from
him shall be taken even that which he seemeth to have. — Luke 8:18

Spiritual well-being and growth are grounded in the assimilation of information. We cannot know God,
nor can we get closer to Him, without the intrinsic exercise of learning about Him, as well as about
ourselves.

Jesus cautioned His listeners to take heed how they heard Him. As humans, we tend to hear what we
want to hear rather than what we need to receive. Spiritually speaking, salvation and sanctification
happen when those two often opposing things intersect, i.e., when we desire to hear what we need to
know. God has gone to great lengths to give us the latter. Genesis to Revelation offers us everything that
is necessary for life and godliness. Desiring to hear what it says and what it means — what it really means
—is our responsibility. Once we possess the desire, then we must take the extra step to also be careful
as to how we receive it. The Scriptures give us a guide on developing a teachable spirit...

Our Lord Himself alluded to the teachable spirit in His opening parable of Matthew 13. The seed sewn
must find good ground in order to produce a harvest. The Word of God will not bring forth life-giving
fruit unless the field of heart is receptive to it. Jesus characterized such hearts as honest and good with
regard to their unbridled desire to know the truth, whatever the cost. Being teachable therefore means
that we must be honest about who we are. We cannot regard ourselves as something if the Word of
God requires us to be nothing. We must not think of ourselves more highly than we ought to think
(Rom. 12:3). This kind of self-deprecation is the gateway to spiritual growth.

The Bereans gave a model of teachability. Luke tells us that they “received the word with all readiness of
mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things [which they heard from the apostles]
were so” (Actus 17:11). Teachable spirits listen to God’s Word with a ready mind. They come hungry to
the table. They do not want to be entertained, neither do they wish to be spoon fed. Rather, they seek
to be challenged so that they may be changed. They have prepared themselves to listen, to take in, to
learn. Further, the learning does not stop when the preacher ends his sermon, or when the chapter has
been completed in the daily Bible reading. They search the Scriptures, through and through, to establish
and re-establish the truths the Spirit has conveyed in the pages of His Word.

James reminds us all to be teachable, exhorting us to receive with meekness the engrafted word (James
1:21). Meekness — to be easily imposed upon. In this case, it means to put aside our pride, and permit
God’s Word to show us what we are naturally, so that we can become what He intends us to be
spiritually.

Let us strive to be a teachable people today, ardently desiring God’s Word and permitting it to transform
us, changing us into His image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:18). -D. Murcek



The Ultimate Solution

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely | come quickly. Amen. Even so come, Lord
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your all. Amen.
Revelation 22:20,21

The book of Genesis records God’s creation of a perfect world. At the conclusion of
His creative work the Lord declared all that He made was very good. Unfortunately,
Adam used his free-will, which God grants to all of mankind, to disobey God and
plunged the world into the resultant curse. From that point and on through all of the
biblical account, trouble plagued all of earth’s inhabitants. God in His mercy promised
the remedy that made forgiveness and eternal life available to all who trust in the
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

When someone comes to saving faith in Christ their life is made better in two ways.
First, they gain an eternal hope that goes beyond their earthly existence, and then they
have the presence of the Lord in their life as they navigate the tribulations of this
world. In the Book of Acts, as the apostle Paul traveled about preaching the Gospel, he
confirmed the souls of the disciples and exhorted them to continue in the faith, while
reminding them that they must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.
We all know too well that even for the Christian life has its many troubles. Believers
are saved from their sins, but won’t be delivered from the presence of sin until Jesus
returns.

The ultimate solution for the Christian is the Lord’s return. His return will be in two
phases. First, He will descend in the clouds to call up His people to be with Him
forever in heaven where all the pains and sorrows of this life will be no more. Later, He
will return to the earth to set up His kingdom. This is what we are asking for in the
Lord’s prayer- thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. In His
kingdom the crooked things will be made straight, swords will be beaten into
plowshares, and spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, neither shall learn war any more (Isaiah 2:4). Finally, peace will return to earth
because the Prince of Peace will reign.

Christians often understand by experience the dilemma that Paul expressed in
Philippians when he said “lIam in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, and to
be with Christ; which is far better; Nevertheless, to abide in the flesh is more needful
for you”. Every believer has a purpose, and with the indwelling Holy Spirit they are
able to live their lives with hope and joy. Yet the effects of the curse are observed
daily. All a person need do is watch or listen to the daily news. Wars, crime, famine,
plagues, and the deeds of evil men dominate the headlines, and each of us have
personal burdens that cause us to yearn for something better. As we pray for relief
from life’s crushing effects, may we conclude our prayer with- Even so, come, Lord
Jesus. Amen! J. Ekis



Immense forgiveness

Remember these, O Jacob and Israel; for thou art my servant: | have formed thee; thou
art my servant: O Israel, thou shalt not be forgotten of me.
| have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy transgressions, and, as a cloud, thy sins: return
unto me; for | have redeemed thee.
Isaiah 44:21-22

As we move through these later chapters of Isaiah’s prophecies, beginning with the
glorious fortieth, the broader ramifications of the coming kingdom, its sovereign
Messiah, and its extensive reach to the peoples of the earth are intermixed with its
origination in God’s promises to Abraham, through Israel, and his promised seed. The
“servant” of these chapters, as able to be seen with New Testament hindsight, moves
between its representation of the Israelite nation, or the Christ, and/or sometimes both.
In the midst of the many facets of these longer-term prophecies of the days far beyond
the time of Hezekiah, when Isaiah completed this writing, the theme of redemption
continues.

In the context of this chapter, as the LORD addresses His chosen servant Jacob, and
Israel, He calls to those in verse three who are the thirsty, that “I will pour my spirit upon
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring.” The significance of such a promise at
the time of its writing can only be ascertained through acknowledgment of the sordid
history of this nation, as a whole and in its divided parts. From their very beginnings
under the leadership of Moses unto Isaiah’s time they had vacillated, as a whole or in
parts, in and out of the ways that God had commanded them for their own happiness.
This chapter moves on to again remind them of the utter insanity of idolatry, into which
they had often fallen, to call them back once again to forsake such folly for the one and
only living and true God. To such a nation, He announces the provision of His immense
forgiveness, that their transgressions against Him can be, yea have been, blotted out,
just as a thick cloud cannot be penetrated by human sight, upon their repentance and
return to the Redeemer.

In reviewing such a promise, we can understand its extension beyond just that nation, to
the isles of the Gentiles, to whom their Messiah would also bring redemption, even to
provoke them to jealousy (Romans 11:11), under the new covenant announced by
Isaiah, and later Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:31). For those of us now living with access to
the light of His New Testament, let us be thankful for the immense forgiveness offered
to them and to us through the blood of His covenant. “By him therefore let us offer the
sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name” (Hebrews 13:15).



Nothing without Him — A Thanksgiving Meditation
I am the vine, ye are the branches: he that abideth in me, and I in him, the same brength forth much fruit: for
without me ye can do nothing. — John 15:5

Gratefulness often escapes us because of our spiritual complacency and naturally self-absorbed
disposition. The inevitable biproducts of sinful man’s belief that he is more than he really is fester in the
heart and on the tongue of all of Adam’s children. We love ourselves greatly and we think that everyone
and everything ought to concur with that inward perception. Thus, when things don’t go our way, we
feel slighted. When this happens repeatedly across a broad swath of our interactions in this cursed
world during the years of our lives, we begin to foster a bitter spirit and voice our dissatisfaction in
murmuring and complaint. We are large in our own eyes, and we don’t like being treated by men and
nature as Lilliputian.

The fact is, however, is that we are indeed very small. We control extraordinarily little and what we do
control we often bungle, either in part or in entirety. Coming to this conclusion helps us spiritually. We
must enter the Kingdom of Heaven as little children — small in our own eyes with an understanding that
we know little and control even less. If we could keep this perspective consistently throughout our
redeemed pilgrimage, we would be spiritual giants. But we don’t. Our Lord knew this about us and
reminded us of our continuous need to abide in Him in order to keep on the proper trajectory. “For
without me, ye can do nothing.”

It is so true. We are nothing without our Christ. He is the sum total of any and all good that we are and
do. He is our refuge and our strength. He is our help and our rescue. He is our Redeemer and our Friend.
Without Him, we would be hell-bound rebels. Without Him, we would be yet in our sins and trespasses.
Without Him, all we would know of practical righteousness would yet be filthy rags. In Him we have
found all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. In Him we are accepted in the Beloved. In Him we possess
joy unspeakable and full of glory. His Spirit has been vouchsafed to our hearts, teaching us to pray and
to cry Abba, Father. His Word is our oasis in this dry and thirsty land, where no water is. He is our peace
that passes understanding. He is the anchor for our souls in the fiercest of tempests. He is our life — life
full and satisfying, life eternal, life abundant and free. It is no wonder we will cast our crowns one day
before Him and cry, “Worthy is the Lamb.”

Our Savior has been more than good to us. Let us offer Him resounding thanks and praise, for He has
transformed our nothing into something we would or could never have imagined possible.

Happy Thanksgiving.

-- D. Murcek



Obsessed

Psalms 63.:8: My soul followeth hard after thee:

Herman Melville’s antihero, Captain Ahab was so obsessed
with chasing the white whale that he willingly risks, and
ultimately loses his limb, his ship, his life, and his crew.
While breathing out cursings with unswerving
determination he utters: “The path to my fixed purpose is
laid with iron rails, whereon my soul is grooved to run”.
While Ahab’s maniacal devotion to so frivolous a quest is
condemnable on so many levels, we may rightly emulate
the zeal with which he pursued his elusive goal.

In @ modern context, we may observe how the athlete, the
businessman, the drug addict, and the religious cult
member invest their whole being into causes that might be
best defined as trivial pursuits. In the parable, “the lord
commended the unjust steward because he had done
wisely: for the children of this world are in their generation
wiser than the children of light”. Though the unjust
steward wronged the master, his ingenuity was
commended. While the church sleeps the enemy is up early
plying his nefarious trade by sowing tares. Walter Martin
was an outstanding authority on the cults. In his book The
Kingdom of the Cults he challenged his readers with this
famous quote: “Are we willing to do for the truth what
others are willing to do for a lie?”

Single-mindedness was the defining trait of those heroes
of the faith that we so admire. David’s love for His Lord is
encapsulated in his poetic prose: “One Thing have | desired
of the Lord, that will | seek after” Psalm 27:4. The apostle
Paul poured his life into the pursuit of the God who saved
him. “But this one thing | do, forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are
before, "l press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” When queried by the lawyer
as to what was the great commandment, without hesitation
the Lord responded: “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind".

Total devotion to the one true God and absolute allegiance
to the cause of the cross requires unflagging devotion. Be
assured that the devil will do his diabolical best to dampen
the fire of our passion for Christ. The pilgrim journey is
fraught with hazards that are designed to waylay us from
our intended course. Be determined to follow hard after
our risen Lord and at the end of this race expect to gain
the approbation: “Well done thou good and faithful
servant’.

Prte
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