After These Things
After these things, and the establishment thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah,
and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself. — 2 Chronicles 32:1

We cannot freeze time. It is a reality to be used for our learning, and one to be leveraged to our benefit
or detriment. Whatever is happening now, there will soon be something happening “after these things.”
In the case of our text, Judah has just experienced a great revival. King Hezekiah got serious about
spiritual matters and led the nation in a return to Jehovah. Wonderful happenings that accompany such
times of awakening had occurred. Great movements of heart toward heaven had brought special
blessing from Heaven’s God. The nation was at a spiritual zenith the likes of which it had arguably not
seen since the days of Solomon or David. It was in such a setting that the news of Sennacherib’s invasion
came.

This is frequently the case. Great times of revival and spiritual movement in our hearts stir the forces of
Hell, and God permits the agents of evil to assess our sincerity and resolution of will “after these things.”
We cannot go from mountain top to higher mountain top in our walk with the Lord without descending
into the valleys of trial and testing. Our spiritual fortitude cannot stand solely with hands raised in
worship. Our surrender to His will and His Word must experience opposition from the legions of
darkness in order for us to commit our hearts to the greatness of God despite the apparent absence of
His protective blessing. Where is He as the devil’s armies encamp outside our gate? Why has He not
shown Himself and hastened to our rescue? Wait — what is that we hear? The enemy not only mocks us,
but our God as well? Like Goliath, they dare to insult the Holy One of Heaven? Let us hasten to spread
our matter before Him in prayer, not merely to ask Him to save us (for He can also keep us through the
fire), but most importantly to beseech Him to glorify Himself in the eyes of His enemies. It is God’s
greatness that matters, not our welfare. It is His will, not ours, that needs be done.

If such times as those that occur “after these things” were never to transpire, our faith would be a
shallow, emotionally based wading pool, and we would be children tossed to and fro with every wind of
doctrine. The trials that occur after the plateaus of victory serve to fortify our spiritual house, mitigate
our pre-occupation with our own comfort, and deepen our desire for the glory of our God. It is these
moments that make our faith a deep and flowing fountain that can be drawn from in any situation and
serve as a life-giving spring to others in a dry and thirsty land where no water is.

Where are you today, dear friend? Are you in the midst of wonderful revival? The Lord bless you and
keep you if you are! But if you are experiencing an “after these things” valley, take heart. The Master
has not left you there alone. There is a purpose in your pain, and He will reveal it shortly. Listen and
align your heart with Heaven, for the devil that mocks you and your God will be sent away empty and
will soon bow the knee and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God your Father. Stand still
and see the salvation of the Lord. -- b. Murcek



Power Outage

Leviticus 26:21,27,: 1And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will
not hearken unto me... ye shall have no power to stand before
your enemies.

Oh, how we mistakenly take for granted the creature comforts
that God has abundantly provided to our generation. It
sometimes takes a catastrophic storm, that takes out the power
grid, to remind us how dependent we really are on the free-
flowing supply of energy that graces our homes,churches,and
businesses on a daily basis. Consider the plethora of tools and
devices that we use that have that familiar three-pronged cord
dangling from it . We merely plug it into the nearest outlet and
we are ready to perform the needed task. But when the contrary
wind blows a tree down and with it the power feeds from the
street transformer, we suddenly realize how utterly dependent we
are on the power station that sends the energized stream of
current to our location. We are left in the dark to contemplate life
durlng a power outage.

The apostle Paul likens the Gospel of Chrlst to power: Romans
1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;” When
equipped with this power tremendous change is effected in the
lives of those who experience its truth. Acts 4:33: And with great
power gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: John 17:2: As thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given
him.Luke 4:32: And they were astonished at his doctrine: for his
word was with power.

Conversely, when devoid of that powerful word, the church has
no authority to bring the miraculous change so desperately
needed in our current generation. We have the glorious tool in
our hand, but if we are not plugged into the power outlet of
heaven, what hope have we to accomplish the great work of
conversion? It would be like running a circular saw during a
power outage and hoping to construct a framed wall.

But it is not just losing the power to run our devices that is so
odious. With the approach of nightfall, there is the eerie
sensation of the complete darkness that shrouds our homes with
a thick pervasive gloominess- “even darkness which may be felt”.
In the spiritual application Isaiah 59:9: “We wait for light, but
behold obscurity; for brightness, but we walk in darkness.” It may
be true that men love darkness more than light, but life cannot be
sustained without light. One of the outstanding features of the
city of God is that there is “no night there”. Conversely, Hell is
described as “outer darkness” and “the blackness of darkness for
ever.” What relief is felt by those whose homes are deprived of
light for the protracted days of an outage, and then the lights
come back on. The jubilation can be heard in the streets. Micah
7:8: I shall arise; when I sit in darkness, the LORD shall be a light
unto me.

Let us thank the Lord for the continual supply of His Power and
Light.
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The Devil’s Devices
Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying
them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered?
2Kings 19:11

The years of Israel’s disobedience to Jehovah is finally catching up to them in today’s
chapter. The invading Assyrian army had already captured the Northern Kingdom of Israel,
and now it is knocking on the door of the Southern Kingdom- Judah. Hoping for a quick and
easy surrender, the Assyrians sent antagonists to intimidate Judah. Citing all their past
victories over other nations and their gods, the Assyrians seek to discourage Judah by
causing them to doubt that Jehovah will deliver them. The invaders boast in their
confidence that Judah will become their latest victim. Fortunately, the king at that time
was God-fearing Hezekiah, who strengthened himself in the Lord by bringing the dire
situation to God in prayer. God in His mercy hears and answers Hezekiah’s prayer, and
miraculously destroys the Assyrian army.

In 2 Corinthians chapter 2, believers are warned not to be ignorant of Satan’s devices. Two
of his oft used devices are discouragement and doubt. Both were hurled at Hezekiah by
the Assyrians, and Satan continues to use those same tactics against believers today. The
serpent’s insidious question- Hath God said? has been asked over and over again to
people throughout the ages. When the devil succeeds in causing someone to doubt what
the Lord has clearly said, he gains an inroad that can cause a person to stray far off from
God'’s plan for their life. One doubt can multiply into many others that build a barrier that
can hinder someone from hearing the voice of the Lord. In the context of today’s verse, the
Assyrians boasting of all their military conquests painted an extremely gloomy forecast for
the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Discouragement can be crippling to the point of preventing a
person from attempting any advancements for the Kingdom, and it can come from many
different and even unexpected sources. Seeing or experiencing the sufferings of this
world, while losing sight of God’s eternal promises can be a cause. Persevering long in
prayer without seeing any movement towards an answer can make it difficult to continue
on. Watching people fall from the ranks of following the Lord and return to their former
ways has negatively impacted many a believer.

True believers are safe and secure from the devil reclaiming their souls, but they are still
subjected to his attacks. The enemy of our soul will hurl the darts of doubt and
discouragement to get believers off track and render them ineffective for the Lord’s work.
When the temptation to give in presses against us, we must commit ourselves to prayer,
as Hezekiah did, and the Lord will intervene on our behalf to destroy the devil’s plan of
attack. As we seek the Lord and allow Him to work, doubt and discouragement will lose
their impact.

J. Ekis



Apt rendering

What shall | render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me?
Psalm 116:12

As the psalmist contemplates the grace of the Lord in delivering him from trouble and
sorrow, and apparently death, he utters this question, which can be taken both as
rhetorical and practical. In the rhetorical sense, it is evident that there is nothing that the
Lord needs. He says so in Psalm 50. It is impossible to repay Him for all of His benefits
bestowed. From the psalmist’s point of view, this applies at least to the immediate
deliverance described, but also appears from our text to extend to all of His benefits. In
the practical sense, he answers his own question with a number of possibilities. First,
he naturally says that he will in fact take the cup of salvation provided and call on the
name of the Lord. Then he states twice that he will pay his vows unto the Lord in the
presence of all His people. This would no doubt refer to particular sacrifices offered in
the temple as prescribed in Leviticus for a thank offering, as he describes offering the
sacrifice of thanksgiving and calling on the name of the Lord. Doing this in the presence
of His people emphasizes the public nature of his thanks. In the midst of these
responses, he announces his resolve to be the Lord’s servant.

There are direct applications here for those of us who have been delivered from eternal
death by Jesus Christ. We have no ability to repay Him for the gift of eternal life. So
our first act of thanks to God for this gift is to humbly receive it by faith, calling on His
name (Romans 10:13). After this, we can understand that the once for all offering that
Christ made for us fulfills and replaces all Old Testament sacrifices (Hebrews 9:11-14).
Therefore, as His redeemed, through His new and living way, we fulfill our vow to “offer
the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His
name” (Hebrews 13:15). Then, not only with our lips, but with our lives and all His
benefits that He loads us with daily, we serve Him who is worthy of more than we could
ever render, in the presence of all who would follow in giving Him thanks and praise.



Acknowledgment
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. — Proverbs 3:5-6

If I had such a thing as a “life verse,” our text would be toward the top of that list. | have a challenging
time with trust, and | always have. | like to lean unto my own understanding — have it figured out, know
what’s what, etc. But decades of walking with the Lord have taught me that trusting Him is always
better. He has ways and means that are beyond my comprehension, and He does all things well. But
learning to trust Him involves continuously acknowledging Him — to recognize His right and His authority
in each and every aspect of life. This sounds so easy to do, but if we stop for a moment to meditate on
our day-to-day, it is likely we might find ourselves somewhat wanting in this duty, and therefore with
great opportunity to improve our faith.

Do we acknowledge Him in our vocation? Is it clear to me and everyone about me that Jesus is with me
at the office or on the job? Do | acknowledge Him in my work, performing each duty as unto Him and
not unto men? If | am retired, is He in my errands, my coffee, and my resting? Is my day filled with vocal
and genuine recognition that it is His will, not mine, that | wish to execute?

Do we acknowledge Him in our speech? Do others see and clearly understand that my vernacular is that
of a child of the King and an ambassador from the Heavenly City rather than that of the indigenous and
carnal worldling? Does my choice of words, and even the exercise or restraint of the vocalization of my
thoughts, acknowledge His regality and bear His imprimatur? If so, what ushers forth from my lips will
be sure to edify those who hear me rather than bring them down. When we acknowledge Him in our
speech, His Spirit uses our voice to minister grace to everyone with whom we speak.

Do we acknowledge Him in our thoughts? Are the chambers of my imagery a welcoming abode to the
Author and Finisher of my faith? Am | acknowledging Him by thinking on things that are true, honest,
just, pure, lovely, and of good report? Or do | like to be something in my head that contradicts who | say
I am and who | know | ought to be? Have | cast down imaginations and every high thing that exalts itself
against the knowledge of God, and has every thought been brought into captivity and obedience to
Christ?

Do we acknowledge Him in our schedules? Are my plans revokable to His call? If the Master has need of
me, am | at the ready to respond, or am | annoyed that He is requesting my service at this particular
juncture? Acknowledgment of Him in the week means that my days are not mine to live, but His to live
through me. Am | comfortable that this is occurring with regularity?

May God help us to acknowledge Him today. He has promised that if we do so, He will direct our paths,
and He will bring to pass in our lives great and mighty things which we know not. -- b. Murcek



Not Double Minded

But as God is true, our word toward you was not yea and nay.
Il Corinthians 1:18:

The Romans contrived the idol-god, Janus, who bore the image of
two faces posed in opposite directions. Janus, among his other
designations, represented duality; meaning a contrast in concept
and nature. Moderns have derived the expressions “two-faced” and
“speaking out of both sides of one’s mouth” from this false deity.
Many politicians have elevated this kind of duplicity to an art form
and in so doing have unwittingly fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy that
“‘truth is fallen in the streets”.

Admittedly, all of us have had to change our minds on matters as
we mature in thought and spirit, but how refreshing it is to know that
we have an unchangeable guide who bears with our ineptitude and
gently leads us to His immutable word. Pilate may have had to
cynically ask "What is Truth?”but believers have never had to
contemplate such uncertainty. We possess what Peter called “a
more sure word of prophecy’.

God’s revelations are not “yea and nay “. What was morally
abhorrent to God in ancient times, remains so to this day and
throughout eternity. If it was wrong then, to steal, murder, fornicate,
commit sacrilege, etc. one can be assured that God has not
changed His mind today. “Remove not the ancient landmark”was
an oft repeated warning that has spiritual implications. Boundaries
were to be maintained whether they be one’s property or a nation’s
morality. The mercurial mores of modern society have no terminus.
Societal architects have whimsically ignored biblical proscriptions
and have reversed God’s “nays” into “yeas” and vice versa.

While we have our brief existence in this topsy-turveydom.,it is an
abiding consolation to possess a steadfast word from the Maker of
heaven and earth. Our God is ever and always true.With Him there
is no “shadow of turning”. His children can walk confidently amidst
the confused bedlam while we “hear a word behind thee, saying,
This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and
when ye turn to the left” Isaiah 30:21.

Have a blessed week,



