Contentment
Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
Hebrews 13:5
We are bombarded daily in this culture with advertisements aimed at convincing us that
we need more. We are amazed at a population saturated with abundance of things
when they react to news media threats from would-be forecasters by clearing the store
shelves to hoard even more. And none of us is immune to the temptation to wonder if
perhaps some of these claims may be correct. But in the midst of a world in disarray,
we have the comfort of our Lord reminding us that He is our sufficiency. No matter what
unforeseen events may come upon us in this life, we can rest in the everlasting promise
that our God is with us. Whether we lack wealth or health or more convenient
conditions, the promise of never being forsaken by our heavenly Father can be our
source of contentment. The apostle Paul reminded Timothy that godliness with
contentment is great gain. And from a cold, dark Roman jail cell he was able to tell the
Philippians that he was content whether abased or abounding, yet was thankful for the
loving gift that they had sent his way. None of this is normal human reaction. It is
learned from hiding in the Rock of our salvation and believing the promises of His
presence with His own. Let this reminder establish, strengthen, and settle our hearts
and souls. He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:32)
-
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Trust and Understanding
Trust in the LORD with all thine heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding.
– Proverbs 3:5 –
Science has undeniably brought us many benefits throughout history, particularly over the course of the
past several centuries. We are glad that many have a vocational calling to the scientific fields of
medicine, biochemistry, mathematics, physics, et. al. These are vanguards, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, of carrying out God’s dominion mandate given to Adam and his posterity in the Garden –
“Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it…” (Gen. 1:28). Mankind alone owns the
responsibility of investigating nature and harnessing its forces for the benefit of successive generations.
All this being understood, it is concerning that we are witnessing a bombardment of ad campaigns and
messaging these days that are in one way or another exhorting us to “Trust the Science” (or the
scientific “experts”). While “science” has a legitimate place in God’s plan for mankind, we must ever
keep fresh in our minds that knowledge and understanding can never be unlimited, nor are they
necessarily always benign, when in the hands of fallen man. Foundational philosophy and motive of the
“experts” thus become the arbiters of whether such “experts” deserve our trust.
God’s intention has and will always be that reason and knowledge be guided by faith. Many of today’s
scientific “experts” come from an atheistic or agnostic point of view. And others of them, though Godfearing, can nonetheless be influenced to some degree or another by that same atheistic perspective
that dominates their professional field. When intellect deposes reverent faith for the primary position
of analyzing the facts before us, the pathway gets misdirected into extremely dangerous territory,
leading us away from the Lord rather than toward Him.
Friends, we must be ever circumspect. Even pre-pandemic, mankind appears to be rapidly accelerating
down a mis-directed path toward global blasphemy of the Spirt. This journey is being heralded and
encouraged increasingly by “science”. As many run to and fro and knowledge is increased, that
knowledge, because it is not subjected to faith, is puffing man up toward his fallen desire to “be as
God”.
Yet, despite the influence of godless “experts” who are herding mankind in this devilish direction, and in
the midst of a rapidly transitioning intellectual culture, God has graciously granted Christians – every
Christian – the priceless gift of the mind of Christ and with it, the ability to judge all things (1 Corinthians
2: 12-16) Yes, we who are born again boast the very Spirit of the Living God as the regenerator of our
minds and the source and encourager of our faith! There is no reason for us to lean to our own
understanding, or anyone else’s, for that matter. He who has declared the end from the beginning is the
source and the spring of our knowledge base.
As mankind trudges through its most recent pandemic of disease, those who place their trust in the
LORD with all their heart, acknowledging Him in all their ways, will be the ones who possess a peace that
passes understanding, and will thus have their paths directed toward the place of safety and security.
-- DCM

Fully Persuaded
(Romans 4: 20,21)
The patriarch Abraham, like so many of the men and women in the Bible, had his
severe trials and testing during his earthly pilgrimage. At times these trials
offered him nothing tangible on which to hold but the hope that God himself had
promised. Today’s text in Romans states that Abraham did not stagger at God’s
promise, but was fully persuaded of it. When tracing the course of his life we find
that God indeed performs what He promises.
In reading the full volume of the Scriptures, we discover the depth of God’s
wonderful plan for all of mankind and His countless promises which generate the
hope necessary for man to fight the good fight and finish his course. From the first
promise in Genesis of the woman’s seed bruising the serpent’s head, to the last
promise in Revelation of our Lord’s soon return, each is a jewel of precious hope.
Each one of them encourages the weary and fearful to hold on to the God who
has never failed to keep His word. God promises to save us when we call upon
Him, to supply our daily needs when we seek Him first, to renew our strength
when we wait on Him, to answer us when we call unto him, to have success when
we meditate on His word, to keep us in perfect peace when our mind is stayed on
Him, to manifest Himself to us when we keep his commands, to draw near to us
when we draw near to Him, to be sealed with His spirit when we trust in Him, to
direct our paths when we acknowledge Him, to be with us through the valley of
death when we claim Him as our Good Shepherd. Time would fail to tell of all the
others, but every one of them is yea and amen, and as the apostle Peter states,
they are exceeding great and precious promises.
So, as we go about the path God had planned for us this day, may we rest on His
promises and be fully persuaded of each and every one of them.
JDE

But If Not
If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us
out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
– Daniel 3:17-18 –
The Lord has so graciously interwoven lessons about our spiritual relationship to Him into every facet of our
earthly existence. If we carefully cultivate our healthiest earthly relationships, we can reciprocally learn
something of how our faith in Him can grow toward perfection as well.
It may be difficult to grasp, but even the highest of human relationships are self-centered at their onset. The
baby learns his cry is an effective tool to engage the mother to satisfy his needs as well as his desires. The
damsel learns that her carefully executed movements attract more attention from her heart-smitten suitor.
That very same suitor’s interest in that damsel at first is self-serving as he envisions how she can increase his
happiness. We cannot escape the reality that even the most loving of relationships are born out of selfinterest, and what the other party can do for us. And yet, with time and healthy cultivation, a noble
conversion takes place and what was once a self-directed interest becomes a relationship characterized by
selfless qualities – the babe grows into a child and learns to trust his mother, the damsel becomes a wife who
loves and respects her husband, and the suitor transforms into a husband who honors and cherishes his wife.
In their matured state, these relationships which were founded upon the actions of the individuals are
actually grown and secured upon the character of the same.
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego prove the depth and veracity of their relationship with their God in three
words – “But if not”. It was not a matter of if He could deliver them from their exigency – for He was
doubtless “able” to act. Surely, they had confidence that no matter what happened, He would “deliver
[them] out of thine hand, O king”. Nebuchadnezzar had challenged the God of the Israel, and they knew that
this pompous potentate was not going to claim a victory in that war. God would be glorified. The question,
friends, was how? Would God use the three Hebrews as vessels of honor, or sheep for the slaughter? Instead
of assuming to know the mind of God as to His action, these three in that moment of decision centered their
faith upon His character. Instead of trusting in what God could or would do, they trusted God for who He is.
He alone is worthy to fall before in prostrate devotion. He alone is due to receive adoration and worship. He
alone hath power to destroy soul and body. This Babylonian monarch had no business assuming those
qualities. Indeed, God could deliver them – “but if not,” nothing had intrinsically changed about Him. He was
still God, Nebuchadnezzar had slighted Him, and they were not going to partake in his sin! “But if not… we
will not [bow]…”
One of the greatest challenges to our faith is ascertaining the will of God, particularly during crises points in
our lives. When danger arises, we know what God can do, but not necessarily what He will do. But His
faithful actions in His past dealings with us should give birth to an increasing confidence that this God whom
we serve remains true and faithful. He will be glorified. He can do so by delivering us, indeed. But if not? Will
we love Him less? Shall our faith prove more based upon His actions than His person? May we, like Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego, refuse the temptation to yield to the fires of the king of Babylon, trusting rather
Him who alone was, and is, and is to come, the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End, the Almighty!

-- DCM

Without the camp
Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.
For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come.
Hebrews 13:13-14

Known specially to the initial Hebrew recipients of this epistle is the unique meaning of
this expression. It is left to the reader to explore the Old Testament instances of this
phrase to appreciate its application here. The admonition to New Testament believers
follows the reminders previously repeated throughout the epistle. Jesus redeemed us
eternally with His precious blood, which was the ultimate fulfillment of the beasts’ blood
that was symbolically poured out at the altar and sprinkled upon the mercy seat within
the tabernacle. Yet to do so He also perfectly fulfilled the type of the burning of the
flesh of the sacrifice for sin without the camp. To identify with the symbol was to
understand the transference of sin to the beast burnt without the camp under the first
covenant. To identify with Jesus the fulfillment under the new and better covenant
means that we understand the magnificence of the One who bore our griefs and carried
our sorrows, made to be sin for us, who knew no sin, and bore the real reproach of our
sin in his own body on the tree, there without the camp. To identify with Him who is not
ashamed to call us His brethren makes us unashamed to call Him Lord, understanding
that to do so also places us without the camp of this world’s philosophies and religions
of human effort to make oneself acceptable. So great a price He paid, and so powerful
a resurrection, to destroy the power of death, makes us happy to be in His company
without the camp. “If ye be reproached for the name of Christ, happy are ye; for the
spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you: on their part he is evil spoken of, but on your
part he is glorified.”
-
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Undone
Then said I, Woe is me! For I am undone…
– Isaiah 6:5 –
While in high school, I belonged to a loosely defined ecology club and had the unique opportunity of taking a
handful of trips to some interesting places in the United States. One of these was a multiple day excursion to
Arizona’s Grand Canyon where we viewed the canyon from different vantage points within the National Park
and actually hiked to the bottom of the canyon, soaked our feet in the Colorado River, and stayed overnight
at Phantom Ranch at the canyon’s base before hiking back up to the top. Another activity with the club was
whale watching off of Cape Cod. The wild humpback whales got extremely close to the boat, performing
their feeding lunges not more than forty yards out, and at times even swimming right next to our vessel and
smacking the water with their fins as if they were purposely entertaining their observers.
These were memory-laden experiences, for certain. I had seen pictures and videos of both the Grand Canyon
and the mammoth humpbacks on multiple occasions prior to these trips. But all of the photographic images
paled helplessly in comparison to experiencing first-hand these august marvels of God’s creation. I
specifically recall walking out on the first rock shelf at the Grand Canyon National Park and literally losing my
breath as I peered over the ledge for my initial “live” glimpse of this majestic wonder. Similarly, I recall my
heart racing as I witnessed those whales powerfully lunging and then crashing playfully into the Atlantic’s
monstrous waves. God designed the wonders of the natural universe to overwhelm us with a sense of our
smallness and fragility, creating a “wow” reaction when we find ourselves in the midst of something so much
bigger than us, and to remind us that He is bigger still.
Yet nature, while a witness to God’s omnipotence, falls purposefully short of revealing Him in His fulness. As
humbling as it is to lose oneself in the immensity of His works, these moments are but an incomplete
foreshadowing of what it will be like to be in the presence of His Holy character. When Isaiah saw the Lord,
high and lifted up, he was “undone” – experiencing in a moment of time the full comprehension of his utter
frailty as well as the overwhelming realization of his wretched sinfulness in light of the unique perfection of
the Lord of Hosts. This left him not only awestruck but also paralyzed by the simultaneous phenomena of
wonder and sheer dread.
Isaiah’s vision of the throne of God provides us with a glimpse of something we all will one day experience. It
will be the smallest we have ever felt. Our reaction will surpass all of our “wow” moments that we have
accumulated this side of eternity – Grand Canyon, whales, stargazing, et. al. Once there, before Him who
was, and is, and is to come, we, with Isaiah, will proclaim “Woe!” At that moment, we will be “undone”.
We will gaze upon His perfections and immediately sense the impending doom and fury of the fires of
God’s righteous judgment against our iniquitous, unclean souls. Praise be unto God that in that hour,
the remedy to our tiny, guilty condition will be more than merely a flaming coal delivered upon jealous
Seraph wing. Yes, the very Son of God and Son of Man, our Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
Righteous, who was numbered with the transgressors, and made intercession for us, will take our side
and secure our state. Because of Him, once undone, we will be re-made, fashioned into His very
likeness. In that day, not only the whole earth will be full of His glory, but we ourselves will own that
glory as our rightful possession, purchased for us with His blood and imputed to us by His grace, through
all eternity.

Brethren, may we forever praise and adore our immense, august, majestically thrice Holy God!
-- DCM

Source of Happiness
(Psalm 32: 1-5)
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven…
Happiness is defined as a state of delight or pleasure, or gladness over a particular
thing. Today, we live in a world where many are devoid of it and go futilely
searching down all the wrong avenues to find it. It’s the theme of countless songs
and books are written on how to obtain it; you can even attend a seminar on how
to cultivate it. Yet true happiness seems to elude many from every generation.
God, who is the source of everything that we need in life, has clearly outlined in
His word how to secure true happiness. In the Bible the words “happy” and
“blessed” are often translated from the same word and are attached to various
conditional situations. The above text states that a person is blessed or happy
when their transgression is forgiven and their sin is covered. Forgiveness
supersedes all other conditional circumstances that produce happiness; life will
remain out of sync until we “settle the matter”. A person can ascend the
mountain of success and acquire all the ingredients necessary for a life of comfort
and pleasure; yet the puzzle of their life will be incomplete without that missing
piece of forgiveness from our Heavenly Father. One may even put on the façade
of a happy exterior, but all the while they may be miserable, fearful, and hurting
because sin continues to alienate one from God. When the Holy Spirit moves to
draw us to the Lord, if we allow the resulting pressure and weight of conviction
from our sin to cause our soul to cry out for forgiveness, the Father waits with
open arms to meet our deepest need. When we realize how close to the edge of
hell we dangled as we made the choice to clasp that nail pierced hand that
reached out to pull us to safety…how relieved, how blessed, how happy!
As the days, months, and years go by, may we never forget and always long for
that same wonderful sense of happiness we first felt in being forgiven.
JDE

Show Me Thy Glory
(Exodus 33: 17-23)
And he said, I beseech the, shew me thy glory. Exodus 33:18

“Show me thy glory”. Who made this request? Was it not the man who had to
remove his shoes because he was standing on the holy ground that surrounded
the burning bush, hiding his face because of his fear to look upon God? This also
was the man to whom God revealed Himself by the name of Jehovah. When the
Israelites were hemmed in by the pursuing Egyptian army and the shore of the
Red Sea, this was the man who stretched out his hand to show them the salvation
of God. Through the miraculous provision of God this was the man who
instructed the congregation on the specifics for gathering the bread from heaven,
and he also at God’s command struck the Rock of Horeb to bring forth lifesustaining water. At the base of Sinai, it was he alone who was permitted to
ascend the mount to hear God speak to him from the thick cloud. The tablets of
stone etched by the finger of God were also entrusted to him.
It would be difficult even to imagine the divine encounters and heavenly
revelations that Moses had; each one surely would seem enough to completely
satisfy one’s thirst and desire for God. Yet in Exodus 33 we find Moses begging to
see more of God’s glory. All of those previous encounters only served to stimulate
his spiritual appetite for a deeper and more intimate vision of God’s glory.
Though certainly not as supernaturally divine as Moses’s encounters, as believers
experience the Divine Presence in their own lives should that not only deepen
their knowledge of the Holy, but also create in them a burning desire to see and
know more? It is impossible for any believer to see God in His fullness, yet there
are those special moments when He removes His hand from our eyes and permits
us to gaze upon a new vision of Him. May He do so today.
JDE

Neither barren nor unfruitful
For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren
nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
II Peter 1:8

With the apostle’s reminder of our Lord’s exceeding great and precious promises, which
make us to be partakers of the divine nature, it seems odd that there exists the
possibility implied here that we could be barren and unfruitful in the knowledge of Him.
But while God does all the saving and all the sanctifying, the context preceding our text
demonstrates that, beside this, there are choices on our part that promote the growth of
the fruit of the Spirit in our lives. We are to add to our faith, which is that initial step into
sanctifying grace that changes our position before God, from an outcast to His child,
and joint-heir with Christ. The things to add are virtue, knowledge, temperance,
patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, and charity. And not only are we to add these,
but we are to add them with all diligence. Why? Because it is possible while we
continue in this earthly tabernacle to be or to grow stagnant, even in faith and
knowledge of the truth. Even in the beautiful growth that we witness about us in this
spring season we can see some places where potential growth was stunted, or initial
growth has been devoured by an adversary. So the gardener must add to the stillexisting life those things that will bring revitalization, growth, and fruit. Likewise, in our
spiritual life is the need to pursue these necessary fertilizers and fruits that the Spirit
supplies. And not only that they might be in us, but be in us and abound. He came that
we might have life, and have it more abundantly. Let us shun spiritual barrenness, and
give ourselves wholly to the upward call of His precious promises unto these sanctifying
fruits of His divine nature.
-
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A Certain Centurion
And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die…
– Luke 7:2 –
We are no doubt familiar with the account of Jesus’ healing of the centurion’s servant in Luke 7:1-10 and its
parallel synoptic testimony in Matthew 8:5-13. As with almost every aspect of the gospel accounts of our
Lord, the inspired writers relay what appear to be a simple set of facts surrounding a historical event in the
life of Christ which, while presenting enough truth to challenge and edify even the most casual reader, are in
their fullest reality bottomless wells for the truth-seeker, supplying holy-minded enquirers with a vast trove
of insight into the deepest aspects of both human and divine nature. Such is the case with this “certain
centurion”. Let us pause to consider this man whose faith our Savior publicly approbated before many
witnesses.
Centurions were officers in the Roman legions. They were well-paid, acted as figure heads as well as keepers
of the Pax Romana, enjoyed a certain modicum of social “status”, and were in every aspect soldiers
themselves, usually rising through the ranks over time or by momentous event to their position. Our
perception of this class of Roman citizen might naturally incline us to believe this man to be a proud, callous,
brutal warrior, neither fearing God, nor regarding man. Such inclination, while potentially accurate about a
broad swath of the members of this social stratum, would be horribly incorrect about this “certain”
centurion. Consider the following.
This man is an individual descendent of Adam, made in the image of God. His humanity is conveyed to us
when we read that he has a servant (i.e., slave) who is “dear unto him”. His devotion toward God and His
people is relayed when we are told that he built these Jews in Capernaum a synagogue, and that the elders of
the Jews there deemed this Gentile “worthy” of Jesus’ attention. His humility and propriety confront us in his
repeated confessions of his unworthiness to entertain Christ. His faith astounds us (and even makes Jesus
Himself “marvel”) when he insists that he knows that Christ can heal his palsied servant with nothing more
than a word from a distance, exhibiting that he understands more about just who Jesus is than perhaps
anyone had been able to dare believe at this point in the Master’s ministry.
(Let us note as well the contrast between the quality of this man’s faith and that of the nobleman that we
meet in the fourth chapter of John. That man cried in exasperation, “Come down ere my child die!” (John
4:49), seemingly counseling Jesus as to how to answer his petition. This centurion, however, possesses a
deeper and radically mature faith that dares not offer counsel, but humbly and plainly confesses that Jesus
only need “say in a word, and my servant shall be healed.”)
How convicting is it to realize that this man who we may have passed by as just another brute beast,
ascribing to him in our hearts and minds the same sin-laden characteristics of many or even the majority of
those who held a like occupation and position, actually possessed and displayed one of the most sincere and
humble of personal faiths attested to in the whole of the New Testament? And how frequently do we make
similar mistakes regarding those whom we encounter today? Do we assume because a person is of a certain
political persuasion, or occupation, or social cause, or socio-economic background, or ethnicity, or
nationality, or religion, that they could in no way possess a heart disposed toward the fear God and poised to
exercise a humble faith in our beloved Lord? Let us eschew such pharisaical inclinations, believing our Lord’s
encouragements that the fields are white unto harvest, and re-enlisting as His laborers to find such good
ground in unexpected places!
-- DCM

Thou Hast Enlarged Me
(Psalm 4: 1)
If God gave us the power to script all the events that occur in our life, it’s very
unlikely that any one of us would design for our lives to have trials, pain, sorrow,
fears, or any kind of burden. Most people desire to have a life that is filled with
comfort and peace, devoid of anything that would cause distress. Yet we find that
life on this side of eternity is accompanied with a variety of trials and struggles,
and as the Book of Job states “full of trouble “. External conflicts are often the
source of the internal struggles that we wrestle with. During these seasons of
distress, we long for relief, and sometimes wonder what is the Lord’s purpose in it
all. The scriptures remind us that all things work together for good to them that
love God and that are called according to His purpose. One of the things that
work for our good is stated in today’s text……”and in my distress thou hast
enlarged me”. From the day that we first trusted Christ, God began a work in us
that He intends to bring to maturation; and trials are sometimes used to affect
that. In the days of sailing vessels, it was said that no captain of a ship ever
became a good captain on a smooth sea. The storms that brought gale force
winds accompanied with mountainous waves challenged the captain to draw
from his deepest reserves to safely navigate the ship to its destination. So, God
often uses the storms of life to cause us to draw from our greatest resource,
which is God himself. In distress our prayers tend to be constant and accentuated
with fervency. We perceive the light of God’s word to shine brighter to help us
navigate through the storm. The Divine Comforter, who dwells within us
reassures us of His presence. These times of distress also make us more
understanding of what others go through, as well as making us more appreciative
of the seasons of calm in our life. Each and every event is a heavenly agent sent
to enhance, enrich, and enlarge our spiritual life. The next time we are presented
with a season of distress may we search for God’s divine purpose in it.
JDE

Setbacks
O Lord, what shall I say, when Israel turneth their backs before their enemies!
For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land shall hear of it, and shall environ
us round, and cut off our name from the earth: and what wilt thou do unto thy great
name?
Joshua 7:8-9
As we peruse the prayers of the Bible, we come upon this scene where Joshua cries
out to the Lord from his prostrate position among the elders of Israel, after an
unexpected routing from the little army of Ai. Up to this point, Joshua had enjoyed the
encouragements of the miracle of crossing the dry Jordan, a glorious holy meeting with
the Lord to receive the battle plan for Jericho, and the miraculous fall of the walls of
Jericho with the ensuing defeat. We can imagine how Joshua’s confidence grew with
each experience, expecting that the Lord would continue to magnify him in the sight of
the people, as promised in Joshua 3:7, so that the army would remain resolute in their
conquest. But now in this context, we see him complaining to God that the plan has
been foiled, and predicting Israel’s military doom. On top of that, he implies doubt of
God’s sovereign power with the question, “what wilt thou do…?” Is this the same
Joshua that was charged to be strong and of good courage, which he had been until
this point? If this were only a modern story, we would expect it to tell how God came to
comfort poor Joshua in his time of loss. But instead we see the reality of God telling
him to get up and deal with the issue at hand.
And what do we do in the face of setbacks? Do we throw obedient faith to the wind and
complain to God, that perhaps He now has a problem to figure out? If this can happen
to a mighty man like Joshua, who had experienced God’s glory under Moses and His
victory up to this point, it can certainly happen to us. As we learn from the rest of the
story, Joshua first had to deal with the human cause in the situation. So, let us heed the
lesson and, before we fall upon our faces, examine the state of our own camp. May we
be able to hear Him say to get up and address our responsibilities to seek and destroy
our own human causes of failure. Then let us know that we can then fall upon our faces
and, instead of accusing God, beg Him for His mercy to do what we cannot.
-
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Know the truth
I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and
that no lie is of the truth.
I John 2:21
In the midst of John’s warning to his readers about false professors that infiltrate the
church, he stops, as he often does in this epistle, to explain his reason for writing. So
far, he has warned of those who profess to love God but deny the Lord by their hatred,
and, in this immediate context, of those very antichrists who have wrought schisms by
their false doctrine that denies the deity of Jesus the Son. Yet to those among his
readers who know the truth, he reminds them that they have received from the Lord that
very precious gift that will allow and empower them to carry out the tests he admonishes
them to perform. He is not treating them like they need to know the truth. He is
reminding them to employ the tool that they’ve been provided. Just before this he
reminds them of the unction, the anointing Holy Spirit, promised to the apostles in the
upper room, who would deliver this gift of truth and discernment to His own. So the
apostle exhorts them, and us, that, though it is a glorious blessing to know the truth, we
must not think that it is sufficient for us to only know it, but we must employ it in the
discernment of false teachings and false professors.
To know God’s truth is to have the holy common sense to be able to humbly identify
liars. John is not afraid to use this strong language throughout this epistle. The benefit
is two-fold. If the reader is in fact one of these liars, who professes Christ but denies
Him in practice and precept, the conviction of these warnings can reveal the need for
repentance and surrender to the truth unto salvation. If the reader is a possessor of the
truth, acting upon these warnings can guard the heart and mind against error, as well as
enable one to gently rescue others out of the snare of the devil. Let us each examine
ourselves to discern how we have heeded this warning.
-
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Revelation 19:7: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for the
marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.
We have here a description of the bride, how she appeared not in the shameles
dress of the mother of harlots, but in fine linen, clean and white. We see the
evident contrast between the Mother of Harlots found in chapter17 of Revelation
juxtaposed with the description of the bride of Christ in chapter 19. One lives in
Babylon the other in the New Jerusalem. One is robed in scarlet while the other
in fine white linen. One drunk with the blood of saints the other drinks at the
wedding feast with the bridegroom. One a Fornicating harlot the other a chaste
virgin. And one rides the Beast while the other is led by the Holy Spirit.
The fine linen, clean and white is the righteousness of saints in the robes of
Christ's righteousness, both imputed for justification and imparted for
sanctification--the wedding gown is a white robe of absolution, adoption, and
enfranchisement, and a robe of purity and universal holiness. She had washed
her robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb and these her nuptial
ornaments she did not purchase by any price of her own, but received them as
the gift and grant of her blessed Lord.
As in the parable in Matthew 22, no man enters into the feast without the
provided garment.This lofty imagery depicts the utter necessity to be clothed in
the garments of Christ’s salvation. This was an ancient metaphor employed by
Isaiah 61:10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall be joyful in my God;
for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with
the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, and
as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.
Expatiating on this theme the apostle continues , "For I am jealous over you with
godly jealousy: for I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present you
as a chaste virgin to Christ. But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled
Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity
that is in Christ." Paul and Isaiah both employ the bride motif to press upon the
believers to inspire their expectation, their readiness and their sanctification.
If we are listening closely, we might hear the clarion call "Behold, the bridegroom
cometh; go ye out to meet him."
Enjoy your day in the power of Christ,

.

Come Near Unto Me
And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he
repaired the altar of the LORD that was broken down.
– 1 Kings 18:30 –
Despite the fact that God is not very far from every one of us, due to sin, mankind lives at a moral
distance from Him. And because in His design sin shall not be eradicated completely until we reach
eternity, even God’s own people are ever vulnerable to backsliding. The old hymn prays against this
nagging propensity…
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love
Here’s my heart, Lord, take and seal it, seal it for Thy courts above!
There are many avenues toward spiritual declension. It is therefore incumbent upon the believer to
recognize this reality and, as Isaiah captured it, to “stirreth up himself to take hold of [God].” (Isa. 64:7)
If we learn to do this – to consciously and consistently activate our hearts toward continually
apprehending our Lord – we begin to separate ourselves from the masses of wanderers, growing
comfortable in our place in our Master’s business, and bearing a confident faith that inspires
encouragement, revival, or even regeneration in the hearts of others. Such was the case on Carmel with
Elijah.
Elijah’s victory on Mount Carmel against the prophets of Baal teaches many lessons, but one of the most
profound is the confidence and authority of a vibrant and active faith. After the prophets of Baal
exhausted themselves in attempting to gain their god’s attention, Elijah steps forth in the power of
determined trust and begins to draw a wayward people back to their God. He calls them to “come near
unto me”, as if to say – “Watch now, and remember. I will remind you of our God. I will show you our
God. See this altar? I am taking twelve stones to rebuild it, representative of the twelve tribes of Israel,
our special nation that God covenanted with our father Abraham to build and use to show the world
who He is. Come near unto me – and see how I lay the sacrifice upon the altar, the way God outlined
specifically for His people to approach His holy place. Come near unto me – and behold the depth of the
trench, the saturation of the sacrifice, the genuineness of this initiative, the impossibility of sleight of
hand in what is about to happen, and the depth of my confidence that the same God who called our
fathers remains the living God who will answer us today. Come near unto me – and listen and learn how
to pray, how to address the Almighty, how to draw His ear, how to gain His attention, and how to incite
His response in things pertaining to our welfare and His glory.”
An entire nation remembered that day that “The LORD, he is God!” because of the bold, resolute faith a
single man. Brethren, a world of lost men and women and an American church filled with backslidden
Christians are unwittingly awaiting confident believers to stand forth and proffer them a similar
challenge. “Come near unto me,” and see a risen Christ who is wholly alive, wholly faithful, wholly true,
and wholly active in the hearts and lives of those who dare to stir themselves up to take hold of Him.
Let us resolve to consistently seek His face that we might possess the authority He intends for us to
wield as His ambassadors, inciting others to find their way back to the Shepherd and Bishop of their
souls.
-- DCM

For This God Is Our God….
(Psalm 48:1-14)
Psalm 48 is a tribute to the inexpressible greatness of God and the magnificence
of His presence in Mt. Zion. It also expresses the extreme joy and confidence of
the inhabitants, God’s chosen people. In verses four thru six it even appears that
an invading army’s observance of this glory caused them to quickly depart in fear.
The scriptures are filled with numerous other accounts of attacks by
overwhelming forces, whether enemy armies, physical maladies, violent storms,
or other varied situations of desperation, where God delivered His people by the
glory of His power and presence. The recorded events in the Bible, though written
so long ago, are written for our learning, that we through patience of the
scriptures might have hope. In every account, whether it’s the Red Sea dividing,
the walls of Jericho crashing down, the healing of the leprous Syrian captain, a
tumultuous storm on the Galilean Sea being spoken into submission, or as the
Gospel of John states, the many others things that were done that are not in the
written record, each and every one validates that the Lord God is the one and
only true God. His glory is above the heavens, and He is the ultimate and absolute
power in all that exists.
The written record of God working for, with, and through His people, is meant to
help us in every circumstance as we journey through this life. When we opened
our hearts and trusted Christ’s finished work on the cross, God by His Holy Spirit
made His residence in us as He did in Mt. Zion. Now His glory is meant to shine
out from us, and His power and protection are available to us every moment of
every day, so that the glory may be of God and not of us. Through the seasons of
life, through trials and triumphs, in joys and sorrows, in times of profound faith
and even in times of fear, may we look back to the great exploits and glory of
God, and may it fill our hearts with joy and confidence as we remember that this
God is our God for ever and ever. Amen!
JDE

The Indwelling Word
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms, and
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
– Colossians 3:16 –
I thank God daily for the home in which I was raised, which was markedly different than that of most of my
peers. To frame it with today’s sociological labels, the vast majority of my friends and acquaintances came
from “Baby Boomer” marriages, while my parents were of the “Traditionalist” generation. My father had
served in World War II (something that was characteristic of my friends’ grandparents, if they could boast it
at all), and my mother was only ten years his younger. In the foolishness of my adolescence, I was frequently
embarrassed by the perception that my parents were “old”. Little did I know that God was providentially
supplying me with a boon, the benefits of which that would last my whole life through.
While I miss my parents terribly today (they have both advanced to glory), not a day goes by that I don’t
retreat in heart and mind to the security I knew at Ridge Road in North Huntingdon, PA. That secure
upbringing was thanks to the generational values that drove my parents to create the home that they did.
They were not born-again believers at that time in my life, no. But they were God-fearing people who
believed in working hard, going to church, overcoming your tough breaks, and spending much time together
as a family. Today, when the pressures of daily life begin to enclose me, I often retreat to my childhood
memories of home, always finding it an encouraging stop-over on my way to the throne of grace.
I hesitate to share these opening thoughts because I am keenly aware that many people do not share similar
positive childhood experiences. And yet that fact as surely helps to substantiate my transitional point – that
our foundations are part of us. Our formative years where we spend the majority of our time and investing
(or risking) our hearts irreversibly become an intrinsic part of who we are. Negative childhood experiences
can obviously become positive motivators just as secure upbringings serve as nostalgic signposts on the
pathway of life.

Home in its fullest sense extends beyond the physical structure and encompasses both its environment
and its inhabitants. It is where we spend an enormous portion of our time and, as we do so, it
reciprocally stamps its imprimatur upon our thoughts, our perceptions, and our aspirations. Our home
mysteriously, perhaps mystically, finds its residence within us.
What does all of this have to do with our text? The word of Christ is to dwell in us. In order for that to
happen, we must first make it our frequent abode. We must spend vast amounts of time therein, as
children do in their households. We must take care to acquaint ourselves (over weeks and months and
years) with its structure, its members, its guests, and its rules. We must consult it when the daily
pressures mount, and not neglect it in moments of abundance or stagnation. As we dwell in it, it will
begin to dwell in us. Its truths will cease to be merely penned words on the page, but rather our very
own living possessions of greatest value. Its heroes will become our dearest friends, and its Author our
greatest joy. We will begin to speak its dialect, own its syntax, and sing its themes. Its culture will
become our ideals. And as we mine it daily, it will grow neither dull nor dim, but will increase its loving
and living pull upon our hearts and minds, permitting us to continually grow in grace and in the
knowledge of His will.
Father, may the word of Christ be our dwelling, and we its dwelling place.
-- DCM

Washed
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,
And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.
Revelation 1:5b-6
Right in the beginning of the glorious Revelation of Jesus Christ, we are met with this
reminder of the powerful and literal image of the blood of Christ washing us from our
sins. The New Testament writers, and especially the Apostle John, are very regular in
their use of this highly symbolic description of the power of blood to “wash” sins away.
Taken only in human terms, the expression sounds contradictory. How can blood wash
something away? When Moses sprinkled the blood on all the elements of the
tabernacle worship, as well as on all the people (see Hebrews 9:18-22), the natural
mind would hardly look at that as cleansing. The natural man would say that all those
things and people needed a good cleaning with soap and water. Yet the mind and heart
touched by the Spirit of God with His gospel finds the imagery very literal when it comes
to the elimination of the burden of sin, which permeated the soul when without Christ,
and brings the awareness of uncleanness to the conscience of the redeemed. To be
washed in the blood of the Lamb, knowing the full power of forgiveness that cleanses
the soul, is comprehended by the spirit that has been enlightened by the truth of God’s
word to be very literal indeed. That His personal sacrifice in shedding His blood on our
behalf, while we were yet sinners, is the one and only remedy for sin is freeing and
cleansing to the transformed mind and spirit. Let us not be ashamed to use the
language of redemption to describe the marvelous work of our loving Lord in washing
our lives and giving us new standing and hope in Him.
-

MAG

