Excelsior
Philippians 3:14: I press toward the mark for the prize of the high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.
The master of lyric poetry, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow employed
his unrivaled talents to craft the poem Excelsior. He poignantly
captures the pertinacity of a young man who braves the formidable
challenge of scaling the Alps so as to plant at its summit a banner
with the inspiring word:Excelsior. In this single Latin word was
found the motivation that impelled the young climber forward
despite a litany of difficulties, dangers, and disparaging tempters
from which lesser men may have succumbed. Excelsior: “Ever
Upward”! He repeated the sacred mantra when each withering
temptation bade him quit. At the last, his goal achieved, he spent
his life as:
A traveller, by the faithful hound,
Half-buried in the snow was found,
Still grasping in his hand of ice
That banner with the strange device,
Excelsior!
There in the twilight cold and gray,
Lifeless, but beautiful, he lay,
And from the sky, serene and far,
A voice fell like a falling star,
Excelsior!
Believers are called to fight the good fight and finish the course that
is set before him. One must expect resistance at every leg of the
journey, for the adversaries of truth have littered our way with
snares and nettles. Every hero of the Bible faced what for the
moment seemed to be insurmountable obstacles, but by the grace
of God they “pressed toward the mark for the prize”. In an age
where determination is such a rare commodity, we might take
inspiration in the thought of persevering until a goal has been
accomplished. Christians have the supreme exemplar in the Lord
Jesus Christ, who never once became “weary in well-doing” but
pursued His mission of seeking and saving the lost until He
exhaled those final victorious words: "It Is Finished”. Those who
would follow in His footsteps must likewise face the incessant call
of compromise, the siren voice of self-gratification, and a thousand
other devilish stratagems designed to deter us from reaching the
summit of God’s purposes .
Ever Upward!

