Requirements for the Good Life
Deuteronomy 10:12-13: And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God
require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, to walk in all his ways, and
to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all
thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes,
which I command thee this day for thy good?
What sublime simplicity greets us in this text. Believers have been given
this unique formula for sanctified, felicitous living by diligently applying
themselves to this divine dictum. We are plainly told what God requires
of His people and how our assiduous obedience to these directives will
redound for our good. This instruction is too valuable to be shrouded in
arcane tropes. It is expressed in straightforward language so that even a
child might readily discern the meaning. God’s most important truths are
always easily detected.
The modern self-help gurus have become millionaires by publishing their
best-selling 10 Rules for Successful Living books, as they peddle
nugatory suggestions for promoting self-esteem. Of course, their advice
misses the mark because the emphasis on success is self-oriented
rather than Christ-centered. Notice the repetition of the glorious name of
the “LORD thy God” in our promise. Pleasing Him is what brings “good”
to our lives. Self-exaltation inevitably leads to an empty and unfulfilled
existence because it strives to bring glory to ourselves while ignoring the
benevolent Maker who provided all the creative energies of life.
One must never think that God’s commandments are in some way an
impediment to happiness. God has only put His prohibition on that which
is deleterious to the well-being of his children. Holy living guarantees
access to the best life in the immediate and eternal life in the world to
come.I Timothy 4:8: … but godliness is profitable unto all things, having
promise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come.
Joshua 1:8: This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.Walk in the truth,

